The Lutheran Witness 


Vol. 78, No. 16 August 11, 1959 


Contents 

News of the Church in the World 3 
Very Personal 5 
Tarunothayam in Nilamel 6 
A New Year for Refugees qf 
“Take Heed unto the Doctrine” 8 

By Paul M. Bretscher 

St. Louis, Mo. 
WITNEss Comment 10 
Loose Leaves 11 
New Era in TV 12 
The Prophets 16 
Our Lutheran Worship 16 
What’s the Answer? 17 
Reports of the San Francisco 

Convention 18 
The Five B’s 21 
Letters 2 
Notices 22 

Photo Credits: Cover — Minneapolis Star; 


, 5—U.S. Air Force; 7 (top left) — Hawe— 
Bilderdienst/Weitmann; 19 — Jafay. 


The Lutheran Witness 


Official Organ of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


Direct all correspondence on business matters 
and changes of address of subscribers to Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson 
Ave., St.Louis 18, Mo. Changes cannot be 
made without the old address as well as the 
new. If possible, please send address stencil 
impression from a recent issue, and ‘note 
postal zone number for new address if city 
requires it. Three weeks’ notice required, 


EDITORIAL STAFF 


Lorenz F. Blankenbuehler, Editor 
Martin W. Mueller, Managing Editor 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS 


Arthur W. Klinck ~ Alfred von Rohr Sauer 

Otto E. Sohn Reuben C. Baerwald 

Albert W. Galen Lewis C, Niemoeller 
John M. Runge 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Elmer A. Kettner Alfred P. Klausler 
Elmer F. Kraemer Mabel Warnke 


EDITORIAL BOARD 


Lewis W. Spitz, chairman; Erwin L. Lueker, 
secretary; Paul W. Lange; Louis P. Lochner; 
Omar Stuenkel; Leon Wengert; Roland Wie- 
deraenders. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
August 11, 1959, Vol. LXXVIII, No. 16 


Published biweekly by Concordia Publishing 
House, O. A. Dorn, General Manager, 3558 
S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. Subscrip- 
tion: $1.75 a year. Second-class postage paid 
at St. Louis, Mo. 


PRINTED IN U. §. A. 


Co-moderators Powai and 
Missionary Burce 


Delegates to the first Enga conferences 
in Yaramanda 


NEW GUINEA CHURCH 
“LEARNS TO WALK” 


By William P. Wagner 


“Will a father desert his child when 
it is just learning to walk?” With this 
question our missionaries in New 
Guinea encouraged the infant church 
organization to try its legs. 

The elders and baptized Engas who 
were delegates to the first conference, 
May 19—21, 1959, hesitated to assume 
leadership. After a lengthy discussion, 
however, Powai, a national evangelist, 
and Missionary Burce were elected to 
serve as co-moderators. 

Since the Enga Christians had never 
before discussed tribal matters in an 
orderly and purposeful manner, it was 
interesting to watch them control their 
natural desire to outshout the other fel- 
low, but wait their turn for recognition 
by the moderator. 

Although the infant organization is 
quite loosely organized, it has during 
the past two years progressed from mere 
“get-together” meetings to this first 
Enga conference. It adopted a budget 
of one shilling per communicant (about 
12 cents). It also charted a course of 
evangelism that could well lead to 
a co-ordinated body preaching the Gos- 
pel to “every creature” in Enga and, we 
pray, in all New Guinea. 

Aims of the conference, which’ will 
meet annually, are: (1) to help one 


another do great tasks for God; (2) tog 
hold the truth and cast out all false 
teaching; and (3) to work toward theg 
instruction and preparation of Engag 
lads to be pastors and teachers of they 
Word here and elsewhere. 

For legal status to open schools and} 
colleges the Enga church will seek reg-; 
istration with the government. 


Spiritual problems confronting Engagg 


Christians were also discussed. The 
conference initiated a common liturg 
for all dialects. Baptismal names andj 
customs were reviewed and guidelines 
set down. 

It was resolved to discontinue the 
pig-exchange ceremony, a combination 
of installment buying, borrowing, and 
promising which results in much quar- 
reling and ill will. Called the “Te,” it 


| 


caters to a “gambler’s fever” and has# 
a strong hold on these people. They 
realize that the self-glory and prided, 
connected with this ceremony is conf 


trary to the First Commandment. 


Inside the conference room the work 


ing of God’s Holy Spirit was clearly 
evident. Outside the church the work 
of the prince of this world is evident 
in the lives of the Engas. God grani 
that the Enga church may labor while 
it is day. 


THE COVER 


Members of Redeemer Congregation, Wayzata, Minn., a suburb 
of Minneapolis, planned and built a two-level waterfall with a ter- 
raced rock garden to beautify their church grounds. 


A pump circulates water to keep the waterfall in action. Members 


of the LLL-affiliated men’s club weed the garden and trim the 


shrubbery. 


Hundreds of tourists stop to photograph this scenic attraction, 


which is illuminated after dark. 


During the Christmas season a miniature village and a Nativity 


scene are placed on the terraces. 


“People call us ‘The Church with the Waterfall,” writes Pastor 
M. C. Meyer. “We feel that this is another way of calling attention 
to God’s house and the Water of Life.” 


I 
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il News of the Church in the World 


Statement of Faith Shuns 
“Conventional Labels” 
And Virgin Birth 


The United Church of Christ, at its 
recent convention at Oberlin, Ohio, 
nanimously adopted a statement of 
faith after only an hour’s debate. 
This is believed to be the first doc- 
ment of its kind in this country for 
© merging denominations with dif- 
erent theological and sociological back- 
erounds and forms of church govern- 

ent. The Congregational churches 
bovern themselves, while the E. & R. 
hurch has a presbyterian form: of 
-overnment. 

In present-day language the docu- 
nent reaffirms traditional Christian be- 
iefs but omits any reference to the 
irgin Birth of Christ. It declares be- 
ief in God as the eternal Spirit and 
ather of Jesus Christ and testifies to 
is deeds in relation to creation, Jesus 
hrist, the Holy Spirit, the church, and 
is promises to all who trust in Him. 
| The statement has been described as 
jbreaking through the stereotypes and 
onventional labels of theology” and as 
Beating with “the essential Biblical faith 
‘hat has been recovered by Protestants 
luring the last generation.” 
i) Dr. Elmer J. F. Arndt, professor at 
den Theological Seminary, Webster 
lsroves, Mo., and head of the commis- 
jion that prepared the declaration, told 
e synod that the statement was not 
| 


be regarded as a “substitute for, or 
evision of, the ecumenical creeds, such 
s the Apostles’ or Nicene, and the con- 


fessions, platforms, and covenants” of 


‘the two merging communions. 


Rather, he explained, it was to be un- 
derstood as a “testimony of the United 
Church of Christ to the faith commonly 
held among us in the words of our 
time.” He urged churches to use it in 
congregational worship, private devo- 
tions, and for study. 


Condemns “Jazz Mass,” 
“Too Sentimental” Hymns 


Churches are not “experimenters in 
artistic forms” and should not ‘waste 
time developing such work as jazz 
Communion services,” a music official 
told some 400 musicians of his church 
at a conference in Dallas, Tex. 

Dr. Bliss M. Wiant of Nashville, 
Tenn., director of the Methodist Gen- 
eral Board of Education’s Ministry of 
Music, apparently referred to the so- 
called “Jazz Mass,” also known as the 
“Twentieth Century Folk Mass,” com- 
posed several years ago by an Anglican 
vicar in London and performed recently 
in some U.S. Episcopal churches. 

Speaking of “inadequate” songs in 
the hymnal, Dr. Wiant cited as lacking 
in “vitality” such hymns as the mid- 
19th-century “What a Friend We Have 
in Jesus” and “Blessed Assurance, Jesus 
Is Mine,” written about 25 years later. 
As replacements he suggested “Jesus, 
the Very Thought of Thee,” an 11th- 
century Latin hymn, and the German 
“Jesus, Priceless Treasure,” written in 
1653. He complained that many of the 
still-popular Victorian hymns are “too 
sentimental.” 


More Religion in East 
Than in West Germany, 
Says Youth Leader 


“There is probably more deep reli- 
gious conviction, under persecution and 
hardship,” in East Germany than in the 
free part of the country, Pastor Arno 
Pagel, president of the German Chris- 
tian Endeavor Union, told the Phila- 
delphia convention of the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor. 

“While 25,000 German youths are 
in the interdenominational CE moye- 
ment,” he stated, “the over-all picture 
in Western Germany is that no more 
than 20 per cent of its young people 
are church-affiliated. 

“In the large cities barely more than 
one per cent of the population goes to 
church. There was a religious revival 
after World War II, but it has evap- 
orated in the groundswell of ‘good 
times’ and high employment.” 

Teen-agers with well-paying jobs, the 
youth leader said, “seem to be even 
more inclined toward spiritual and 
moral indifference, more prone to de- 
linquency, crime, and sexual laxity. 

“They are not Communist-inclined, 
not hostile to religion,” he stressed, 
“but indifferent, with goals completely 
materialistic — to make money and 
have fun. 

“One would think that after waging 
two terrible wars, the Germans would 
be a chastened, repentant people. I am 
ashamed to say this does not seem to 
be so. In Germany, as everywhere, 
people have short memories, even about 
War.” 


ATRICK AIR Force BASE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL at Cape Canaveral, Fla., was the scene of a vacation Bible school June 8 
5 19. An average of 305 pupils attended the sessions conducted by Chaplain Daryl G. Meyer (extreme left, back row), 


vith the help of a 37-member staff. 
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. News of the Church in the World 


Watkinses, Kauths Leave 
For Nigeria Mission 


A couple with seven children, and 
another couple, each of which is one 
of seven children, begin work this 
month in the Nigeria, West Africa, 
mission field supported by the Synod- 
ical Conference. 

The family is that of Morris G. Wat- 
kins, a native of Los Angeles, who has 
already spent two and a half years in 
Nigeria as missionary-teacher. His de- 
sire to be a missionary goes back 15 
years to the time of his naval service 
in New Guinea during World War II. 

After his discharge he attended Con- 
cordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., 
earning his degree of B.S. in Educa- 
tion. He taught in parochial schools 
in Omaha, Nebr., and Waterloo, Iowa, 
before going to Nigeria. 

Returning to the States in 1953, he 
was school principal at Santa Monica, 
Calif., where he took several courses 
preparatory to entering Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Springfield, IIl., 
in 1956. 

Missionary Watkins was ordained 
and commissioned June 28 at Imman- 
uel Lutheran Church, Springfield, Ill. 

Mrs. Watkins is the former Lois 
Bargman of Sterling, Nebr. Two of 
the Watkins children were born in 
Africa. 

Roland Kauth, the other missionary 
to Nigeria, is one of the seven children 
of the late Rev. Martin C. Kauth, who 
was for 29 years pastor in Kennewick, 


MIsstoNaRY Morris G. WATKINS AND His FAMILY 
The children are: Sharon, 10; Stephen, 9; Mark, ie (Eo, HS 
Debra, 4; Joanna, 2; and David, 1 ; 
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Wash., where Roland 
was born and raised. 
His older brother Ted 
Wes iano WO ae 
1953 principal of the 
preparatory teacher- 
training college in 
Obot, Idim, Nigeria. 

Roland studied at ‘ 
Concordia College; 
Portland) Ores” and Roland Kauth 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. While 
serving his intern year at St. Paulus 
Church, San Francisco, he met and 
married Leone Zietlow of New Salem, 
N. Dak., a graduate of Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., who 
was teaching in St. Paulus School. She, 
too, comes from a family of seven chil- 
dren. 

The Kauths attended the mission 
school sessions at the St. Louis sem- 
inary earlier this summer. 


Lutheran Pastor Questions 
President Eisenhower 
On Russian’s Visit 


“Do you see a danger that the peo- 
ples of Eastern Europe might think we 
are sort of glossing over Russia’s take- 
over of their countries and other crimes, 
and perhaps lose heart and despair of 
ever regaining their independence?” one 
of the 200 newsmen attending a recent 
White House press conference asked 
President Eisenhower. 

The reporter was Rev. Lambert 
Brose, Washington correspondent for 
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the Lutheran Layman. He referred to 
the visit of Frol Kozlov, the Soviet 
Union’s First Deputy Premier, who was 
given a warm welcome in some cities 
of the nation. 

Mr. Eisenhower’s reply indicated that 
he thought the citizens of the United 
States are accustomed to paying to the 
head of any country that comes here, 
or to one of its high officials, the 
deportment that is expected from civ- 
ilized people. When they show that 
kind of deportment, he said, he didn’t 
think this implied approval of the vis- 
itor’s history or actions. 


Tape Recorder Joins 
New Guinea, Bronxville 


When Teacher and Mrs. George Hin-: 
licky return to New Guinea this month, . 
they will take with them a tape recorder: 
presented to the New Guinea mission: 
by the couples’ club of Village Lutheran: 
Church, Bronxville, N. Y. 


Spring-wound and operated by flash-- 
light batteries, thus suitable for use: 
in the tropics, the recorder will “bring: 
Bronxville to New Guinea and New) 
Guinea to Bronxville” through constant 
exchange of church services and voices 
letters on tape. 


The presentation was made in an 
attempt to “dramatize and personalize: 
missions,” according to Pastor Howard 
L. Halter. Assistant pastor of theg 
church is Rev. Norman Temme, Asso- 
ciate Director of Public Relations for 
Synod. 


PRESENTING THE TAPE RECORDER FOR NEW GUINEA 
Lets Mrs. Norman Temme, Mrs. and Teacher Georg: 
Hinlicky, Rev. Norman Temme, Rev. Howard L. Halter 

; 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


Protest TV Violence 
In Petition to Networks 


The Geneseo, Ill., ministerial associa- 


‘tion has sent letters to major television 


networks protesting “the unnecessary 
violence so much in evidence in TV 
programs during the last year.” 

Accompanying the letters were copies 
of petitions signed by 400 persons en- 
dorsing the protest and agreeing to stop 
buying the products of the sponsors of 
such programs. 

“This may seem to be a very small 
effort on the part of a small town in 
the Midwest,” said Rev. Donald I. Bar- 
tholomew, ministerial association pres- 
ident, “but we have acted in the 
sincere hope that this action may be 


|| contagious. 


“We do object very seriously to the 


use of brutality and sadism,” he con- 


| tinued. 


“No thinking and responsible 
group in our society would be guilty 


\lof injecting such poison into the minds 
\jof the American people at any age 
ii level.” 


i 


i} 


Soviets Grant Divorce on 
Ideological Grounds 
The April 1959 issue of Kirche und 


i\Mann, monthly periodical for men’s 
mwork of EKiD (Evangelical Church in 
/)Germany), reports on a divorce granted 


lin Stralsund, Pomerania, in the Soviet 
iiZone of Germany. 


i 


ss 


The man is a Soviet functionary and 


News of the Church in the World 


TWELVE STATES AND FouR FoREIGN COUNTRIES were represented among the 
25 teen-age young people confirmed May 17 at Elmendorf AFB, near Anchorage, 
Alaska. Chaplain Martin C. Poch received the class into membership for the 
respective home parishes of their parents, stationed at the base at Fort Richardson. 


an atheist, the wife a Christian who 
before her marriage was in church 
work. Despite the difference in belief 
she instructed her children in the Chris- 
tian faith and sent them to Sunday 
school. 

The DDR minister of justice granted 
the husband’s divorce petition because 
the interests of the wife did not agree 
with the interests of her Marxist hus- 
band. The children were awarded to 
the father, while the mother was obli- 
gated to provide for their support. Thus 
the Marxist state dares to disregard 
private rights and the sphere of love 
and marriage in the interest of political 
expediency. 

The editor remarks: “Do we feel 
some of the conscience scruples of this 
mother and her children?” 


UERY 
“Personal 


PRAYER AND I 


What is attitude toward 
prayer? 

Do I pour out my heart to God 
as much as I should? 

Do I pray believingly and per- 
severingly? 

Do I believe what God says about 
prayer in His Word? 

Have I forgotten some of the sig- 
nificant prayer passages in His Book? 

“O Thou that hearest prayer, unto 
Thee shall all flesh come,” Psalm 
Gan2: 

“Be careful for nothing [be not 
full of care and worry]; but in every- 
thing by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests 
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be made known unto God,” Philip- 
pians 4:6. 

Said the Christ: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in My name, He will 
give it you,” John 16:23. 

“The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much,” 
James 5:16. 

“The prayer of faith shall save 
the sick,” James 5:15. 

“T exhort therefore, that . . 
prayers ... be made for all men, for 
kings and for all that are in au- 
thority, that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty,” 1 Timothy 2:1, 2. 

“Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest that He will send forth 
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Suomi Synod Prefers 
Complete Amalgamation 


The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Suomi Synod), in an informal 
vote at its recent annual convention in 
Berkeley, Calif., expressed its pref- 
erence for complete unity rather than 
retaining its identity as a separate synod 
in the new church body it will form 
with the Augustana Lutheran Church, 
the American Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, and the United Lutheran 
Church in America. 

Formal final action on the merger, 
however, will not be taken by the synod 
until the 1960 convention, when the 
new church’s constitution will be sub- 
mitted for ratification. 


laborers into His harvest,’ Matthew 
Dior 

“Pray without ceasing,” 1 Thessa- 
lonians 5:17. 

“Ye have not because ye ask not,” 
James 4:2. 

If because of my selfishness, sin, 
or ignorance or for other reasons 
my heavenly Father denies my re- 
quest, as in the case of St. Paul, do 
I submit uncomplainingly, knowing 
that His grace is sufficient for me 
also? 

O God, make me a praying child 
of Thine, lest by neglecting prayer 
I deprive myself, my family, my 
friends, my church, my country, of 
blessings which would be theirs and 
mine if I prayed more. 

Help me also to express my grati- 
tude for answered prayer and for 
the “grace sufficient.” In Jesus’ 


name. 
RupDOLPH S. RESSMEYER 


Sessions each day began with a Communion service at 6:30 Two of the four groups which met in the schoolhouse 10 

A.M. and ended with devotions at 8:30 P.M. in the tem- discuss the essays presented in the plenary sessions. Two 

porary sanctuary constructed in one end of the schoolroom groups met on the veranda of the vacant bungalow in 
with tables, benches, cloth, and paper, for about $10. which the national pastors slept and ate together. 


Fifty-three national pastors and ten missionaries of the Retreat theme was Tarunothayam, Tamil for “dawn of 
Trivandrum District of the India Evangelical Lutheran opportunity.” Instead of their looking back longingly to 
Church gained much benefit from a five-day retreat held the “Golden Age” of missionary control and unlimited sub- 
this spring at Nilamel. Similar retreats were held earlier sidy, the pastors and missionaries were encouraged to use 
in the Ambur and the Nagercoil District. the opportunity of independence to go forward in Christ. 


The various group leaders for the Nilamel retreat met for The kitchen staff gathers around one of the baskets of 
several hours beforehand to discuss and plan the program. rice which will serve as main course for evening meal. 
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A new year began July 1, 1959 — 
orld Refugee Year (WRY). It will 
be observed by 59 of the United Na- 
ions. WRY could also well stand for 
orld Relief Year. 
’ A World Refugee Year with a spir- 
jitual emphasis, the U. N. decided, could 
well follow the International Geophys- 
cal Year, which featured scientific 
progress. WRY’s aims are: 


1. To focus interest on the refugee 
problem; 

2. To encourage additional financial 
contributions from governments, 
voluntary agencies, and from the 
general public; 


3. To encourage additional opportu- 
nities for permanent refugee solu- 
tions through voluntary repatria- 
tion, resettlement, or integration. 


-“Tt is a unique and tragic distinc- 
ion of the last three decades of this 
entury, that they have witnessed the 
prooting of more human lives than has 
aken place during any other era of 
uman history,” said John W. Vander- 
ook in a recent newscast. 

“The pitiable procession of the dis- 
possessed began in Hitler’s Germany. 
he Communist victory in China sent 
ore thousands to seek refuge on For- 
mosa. Then came the abortive revolt 
against the Reds in Hungary, and the 
outward swarming of still more hun- 
dreds of thousands of men and women 
seeking sanctuary somewhere. 
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Blind and homeless 


“The refugee problem remains acute. 
In the Middle East one million Arab 
displaced persons are still living in 
squalid homelessness. . .. In continen- 
tal Europe it is estimated that there are 
thirty thousand nonnational ‘stranger’ 
refugees who are still in camps and that 
there are another one hundred thousand 
who, not yet having put down fresh 
roots, are in need of final resettlement. 
One million escapees from Chinese 
Communism swell to bursting point the 
tiny sanctuary provided by the British 
colony of Hong Kong.” 

Some refugees have lived in old army 
barracks for ten to fifteen years. Their 
children have been born there and have 
never known any other kind of life. 
Some refugees have been unable to 
migrate to other countries because of 
age or physical handicaps. One or more 
members of the family could have em- 
igrated, but they didn’t want to break 
up the family. 

The U.N. hopes to resettle all those 
who are in camps and to provide hous- 
ing and food for those who cannot emi- 
grate to another country. 

Mr. Vandercook continues: © “The 
United States Committee for Refugees 
is urging the Administration for a fur- 
ther ten-million-dollar appropriation for 
refugee assistance. A similar commit- 
tee in Britain seeks a relatively more 
generous sum from its much poorer 
government.* In France and Germany, 
which have been far more hospitable, 
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Middle East refugees 


A New Year for Refugees 


relatively, than we have been, the em- 
phasis will be upon meeting the needs 
of displaced families who have already 
found welcome in those countries. 

“For our part, it is felt that in this 
yet roomy land a place should be made 
for at least twenty thousand more ref- 
ugees each year than are presently 
admissible under existing rulings. Ref- 
ugees here — as in some sense ail our 
forebears were have done well. 
There’s no reason to think that their 
natural successors should not do just 
as well.” 

Synod’s Department of Social Wel- 
fare has for a number of years been 
co-operating with the National Lu- 
theran Council in resettling refugees. 
We have contributed some $350,000 
and with the NLC have provided for 
about one fourth of the Lutheran ref- 
ugees resettled in the U.S. Our Cana- 
dian churches have also co-operated 
with other Lutheran groups in resettling 
many thousands. 

As our program for World Refugee 
Year develops, congregations will be 
notified about what they can do to 
help. In the meantime individuals can 
urge Congressmen to enact special ref- 
ugee legislation to admit more of our 
long-suffering fellow men to the U.S., 
which is still a land of freedom, oppor- 
tunity, and hope. 

May WRY be a year of hope realized 
for many who have all but given up 
hope. BA Ke 


“TAKE HEED UNTO THE DOCTRINE” | 


Condensed from the Essays Delivered at the San Francisco) 
Convention, June 18, 19, 20, 22, 1959 


iil 
THE CONTENT OF 
DIVINE DOCTRINE 


(See WITNESS, July 14 and 28, for Essays I and IT) 


The term “doctrine” in the sense of 
“Scriptural doctrine” does not enjoy 
much popularity in Protestantism of 
our day. Scriptural doctrine has often- 
times been perverted, even in the early 
days of Christianity. But in our day, 
perhaps more than ever before in the 
history of Christianity, the very term 
“doctrine” is receiving rough treatment. 
In any case, it is frequently regarded 
with an air of disdain and conde- 
scension. 

There is on all hands, it seems, an 
aversion to “doctrine.” “Doctrine,” it 
is claimed, only sharpens and deepens 
divisions among churches. Stress on 
“doctrine,” it is argued, leads to static 
formalism and a dead faith. 

The term “orthodoxy” is either de- 
rided or made to appear a fierce-look- 
ing scarecrow, of which not only chil- 
dren but also adults need to be aware. 
And so we find that the many formula- 
tions of Christian doctrine compiled in 
the days of the Reformation have 
hardly more than passing historical 
significance and carry little, if any, 
weight in many Protestant churches. 


Doctrine and Proclamation 


What is stressed in our day by many 
Protestants is not “doctrine” but the 
“proclamation of the Gospel,’ for 
which the Greek New Testament word 
is kerygma. And so we hear a great 
deal about “kerygmatic preaching.” Let 
us, so the slogan reads, not take creeds, 
confessions, doctrinal formulations too 
seriously, for we have a superhuman 
job to do; we must “evangelize” the 
world. For — so it is sometimes put — 
faith in the New Testament sense is 
not faith in any creedal or doctrinal 
statement but is faith in the person of 
Jesus Christ. 

Furthermore, God is not an “It” 
about which we make statements; He is 
not even a “He” regarding whom we 
might say many good things. God is 
rather a “Thou.” Therefore let us stress 
the “I-Thou” relationship between the 
sinner and God, and we will revitalize 
the faith of the church and pave the 
way, in addition, for a unification of all 
Christian bodies. 

Now, no one acquainted with the 
history of the church will deny that 
Christianity has in some periods of its 


8 


By Paul M. Bretscher 


Professor, Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


history created the impression that a 
set of doctrinal statements approved, 
confessed, taught, and proclaimed by 
the church was sufficient evidence of 
a vibrant living faith. Every confes- 
sional church must constantly be aware 
of this danger. For it is possible to 
know and believe a great deal of “doc- 
trine” and the content of Scripture and 
yet to stand in no believing and trusting 
relation to God and the Savior. 
“Doctrine” can be so _ one-sidedly 
stressed and its content so meticulously 
and exhaustively phrased and organized 
that many volumes may be needed to 
make explicit all its implications. 
Nor will anyone deny that a living 
faith in the living God must always be 
a personal faith and a faith which does 
stand in an “I-Thou” relationship to 
God and Christ, a faith which manifests 
the stirrings of the new life, the new 
birth, the being in Christ, the living for 
Christ, the possession of the Spirit, 
genuine love of the brethren, a faith 
which out of gratitude to God and 
Christ consumes itself in good works. 


Doctrine and Personal Faith 


And yet, though all this is true, there 
are two simple reasons why the church 
must constantly be alive to “doctrine.” 
One is that whatever we know about 
God and Christ, about sin and salva- 
tion, is revealed by God in words, 
phrases, statements of His holy writers. 

They tell us who the true God is, 
who Christ is, what His relation to the 
Father is, what the Holy Spirit is and 
does, what it means to be saved, and 
what the nature of the Christian life is. 

And these same Scriptures also 
supply Christians with the motivation 
and the power to believe and do what 
the Scriptures say. All this, assembled 
in however brief a form, we call “‘doc- 
trine.” To say, “I believe in Jesus,” but 
not to be aware that Jesus is the Son 
of God and also true man, that He 
fulfilled the Law for sinners, that He 
died and rose again in man’s stead, 
that He achieved for all mankind par- 
don for sin, release from the fear of 
eternal death, that because He arose 
from the dead, also His followers will 
arise bodily to eternal life, that He 
imparts to the Christian His life and 
enables him to serve Christ in right- 
eousness, innocence, and holiness — to 
have no knowledge of this may still 
be a faith, but it is hardly a faith which 
knows whom it believes and which jis 
capable to sustain one in the trials and 
temptations of life. 
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Doctrine in a Wider Sense 


But this is only one consideration. | 

The other is this: The New Testa- 
ment repeatedly stresses not only the 
Gospel and its proclamation but also 
the reality and importance of “doctrine” 
in a wider sense. We have such refer- 
ences particularly in Paul’s Epistles to. 
Timothy and Titus and in the Epistles 
of John. 

Having warned against scandalous 
sins, Paul simply concludes: “And if 
there be any other thing that is con- 
trary to sound doctrine.” (1 Tim. 1:10) 

“The time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine.” (2 Tim. | 
4:3) 

“Holding fast the faithful Word as 
he hath been taught that he may be 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort 
and convince the gainsayers.” (Titus 
fey 

“Tf thou put the brethren in remem- 
brance of these things, thou shalt be a 
good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished 
up in the words of faith and of good. 
doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.” 
(1 Tim. 4:6) 

“Whosoever transgresseth, and abid- 
eth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God. He that abideth in the doc- 
trine of Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son. If there come any unto. 
you and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not in your house.” (2 John 9, 10) 

For Paul and John and other writers 
of the New Testament, “doctrine” is. 
conceived of not only as a process of 
communication. Rather, for Paul and 
John and others who contributed to our 
New Testament, “doctrine” has con- 
tent; it has, as it were, building blocks; 
it is something that can and must, be 
known. Wholly apart from such in- 
junctions quoted above, we need think 
only of the New Testament Epistles. 

Let us cast a quick glance into -Paul’s 
Epistles to the Romans and to the 
Ephesians. In the former, Paul de- 
clares and elaborates that all men, Jews 
and Gentiles, are under sin and what 
sin is; then he presents that grand doc- 
trine known as justification by faith 
without the deeds of the Law; there- 
upon he speaks of the sanctified Chris- | 
tian life, sanctified by the Spirit of God; | 
then he speaks of the certainty of the 
Christian faith; he speaks explicitly of 
God’s foreknowledge and predestina-| 
tion; finally he provides in great detail. 
directives for Christian life and conduct. . 

In his Epistle to the Ephesians Paul. 
tells about the nature of the Christian. 
church, that it is constituted of both. 
Jews and Gentiles; but here, too, he. 
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points out how Christians, members of 
the church, need to live. 

Why is the New Testament so full of 
“doctrine”? Because the Apostles took 
seriously what Jesus had commanded 
them when He met them in Galilee 
after His resurrection and told them, 
“Go and teach,” that is, make disciples 
of all peoples, “teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have com- 

anded you” (Matt. 28:19). Paul 
could therefore honestly tell the Ephe- 
sian elders: “I have not shunned to 
declare unto you all the counsel of 
God.” (Acts 20:27) 

We think also of John, who in his 
First Epistle calls attention to specific 
commands he had heard from the Lord. 
These John had always preached. Yet 
he found it necessary again and again 
to bring them to the attention of his 
readers. And we remember that the 
Apostles, filled with the Spirit of Truth 
promised them by Christ, spoke as that 
Spirit directed them, for that Spirit 
brought to their remembrance all that 
Jesus had told them and led them into 
all truth. 

False Stress 


To stress “doctrine” at the expense 
of personal faith and the “I-Thou” re- 
ationship between the Christian and 
od, or to stress “doctrine” at the ex- 
pense of the “proclamation of the Gos- 
pel,’ can lead to formalism and a 
“dead” orthodoxy. Likewise, to stress 
he “I-Thou” relationship at the ex- 
pense of the “doctrine” can lead to 
vacuous and baseless enthusiasm. 
We overcome both dangers by not 
separating what Scripture does not 
separate. Perhaps Paul and Luther give 
us a cue how to keep the two together. 
aul writes to the Romans: 

“If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation.” (Rom. 
1029-10) 

Thus Paul joins in one statement the 
onfession made by the mouth, which 
necessarily has doctrinal implications, 
and faith, which comes from the heart. 


Luther’s Explanations 


We can learn also from Luther. In 
is explanations of the articles of the 
postolic Creed, Luther begins each 
explanation with “I believe.” This is 
followed by a “that” clause in which 
Luther enumerates what the Father, 
he Son, and the Holy Spirit are and 
do. But in these “that” clauses Luther 
injects the “me” and the “my,” thus 
nvolving the personal faith of the 
hristian in his confession of faith. 
Luther says: “I believe that God has 
ade me and all creatures....” “I be- 
ieve that Jesus Christ, true God, begot- 
en of the Father from eternity, and also 
ru man, born of the Virgin Mary, is 
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y Lord, who has redeemed me, . 
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“I believe that J cannot by my own 
reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ my Lord or come to Him, but 
the Holy Ghost has called me by the 
Gospel,” etc. Thus we have in these 
explanations a confession of the content 
of the Christian faith in the framework 
of a personal relationship to the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 


Sound Doctrine 


But Paul stresses not only the fact 
of “doctrine.” He is concerned not 
only about transmitting to Timothy as 
a sacred trust the totality of “doctrine,” 
which he had preached and _ taught 
on all his travels. He is concerned 
also about “sound,” that is, “healthy, 
wholesome, true, right” doctrine 
(Timm, (Oe 2 atien, ess TWitins iWe@e 
Titus 2:1). His doctrine (2 Tim. 3:10) 
is the “doctrine of God our Savior” 
(Titus 2:10). It is the “doctrine” which 
is “according to godliness” (Titus 
2:10), that is, the doctrine which is in 
conformity with the Christian doc- 
trine. For that reason Paul calls the 
“doctrine” “good,” that is, faultless and 
precious doctrine: “If thou put the 
brethren in remembrance of these 
things, thou shalt be a good minister 
of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the 
words of faith and of good doctrine, 
whereunto thou hast attained.” (1 Tim. 
4:6) 

Bute alassease theremismutiile interest 
in our day in “doctrine” as such, there 
is less interest in ascertaining “sound” 
and “good” doctrine. 

I must call attention, however, to 
one notable exception. That exception 
is the North American Conference on 
Faith and Order which convened in 
Oberlin, Ohio, Sept. 3—10, 1957. 
There was evident in that conference a 
genuine interest in the ascertainment of 
“sound” and “good” doctrine, as shown 
by the official report, which appeared 
under the title The Nature of the Unity 
We Seek. (Bethany Press, 1958) 

What the criteria were for Paul in 
determining what “sound” and “good” 
doctrine is, we noted above. It is the 
Christological interpretation of the Old 
Testament; it is the Gospel which he 
had received from the Lord Jesus; it is 
the words of Jesus. We in our day 
would merely say: It is the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the Old and the New Testa- 
ment, with the constant accent on the 
article of justification by faith. 


Insisted On by the Lutheran Church 


The Lutheran Church, and in our 
country particularly the Synods_affili- 
ated in the Synodical Conference, have 
sometimes been faulted because of their 
concern for “sound” and “good” “doc- 
trine.”” Perhaps the observation of Prof. 
Hermann Sasse of Australia is relevant 
at this point. In one of his letters in- 
tended for pastors (The Problem of 
the Confessions in World Lutheranism, 
p. 108) he writes: 

“Tf the orthodox leaders in the fourth 
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century had been more concerned 
about evangelizing than about defining 
Scripturally the nature of Christ, they 
might have done more evangelizing, but 
they would have lost the Gospel, whose 
heart and center is Christ, who is both 
God and man in one person.” 

Similarly, Lutheranism in the 16th 
century had to take most seriously the 
concept of “doctrine” and “pure” doc- 
trine. For the leaders of the Lutheran 
Church in that period it was a matter 
of life and death so to state their teach- 
ing that they could with a good con- 
science face the judgment seat of Christ. 
And so it was in the 17th century, that 
period which is stigmatized by many 
as “the Age of Orthodoxy.” 

So it has been in the whole history 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. This we need to recognize with 
humble gratitude to God and without 
any Pharisaic pride. But this concern 
of our church also means that we need 
constantly to examine “doctrine” in 
the light of Scripture. There is no 
other infallible authority in Lutheran- 
ism or outside Lutheranism which is 
capable of determining with finality the 
purity and rightness of any aspect of 
the divine doctrine except Holy Scrip- 
ture. Nor can any aspect of doctrine 
be valid if it cannot be demonstrated 
and supported Scripturally. What an 
obligation, therefore, for our church 
constantly to examine its teaching with 
reference to its Scripturalness! 


The Content of Divine Doctrine 


But, now, what is the content of 
divine doctrine? What is the content 
of the “faith” of which Jude speaks 
when he refers to “the faith once de- 
livered unto the saints” (Jude 3) and 
when he admonishes his readers, “Be- 
loved, build up yourselves on your most 
holy faith” (Jude 20)? What is the 
“truth,” a term so often used by John 
in his Epistles, as when he writes, 
“IT have no greater joy than to hear 
that my children walk in the truth” 
(3 John 4)? What is that “Word” 
which Paul tells Timothy to preach in 
season and out of season and (surely 
with that “Word’”) to reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long-suffering and doc- 
trine: (2 Tim 4:2)? For it seems ob= 
vious that these terms “doctrine,” 
“faith,” “truth,’ and even “Word” are 
closely related in meaning and _ that 
in the passages referred to they sug- 
gest a specific and well-known content 
which must be preached, taught, and 
guarded against error. And so we ask: 
What, then, is “the doctrine,” or “the 
faith,” or “the truth,” or “the Word”? 
What is its scope and extent, what is 
its goal and purpose? 


Its Extent 


Since “the doctrine’ comes from 
God, it deals with matters and events 
which reflect the greatness of God, 
who makes Himself known in the 
prophetic and apostolic Scriptures. It 

(Continued on page 20) 
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WITNESS COMMENT 


Every Three Years 


Every three years some 700 voting delegates of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod pass several hun- 
dred resolutions in a 60—70-hour convention. These 
resolutions directly concern and affect about 242 million 
members, their 6,000 congregations, and a like number 
of pastors and teachers. 

Plans and decisions made by a triennial convention 
cover our worldwide mission enterprises, our entire sys- 
tem of pastor and teacher training on 22 American and 
foreign campuses, our extensive program of parish edu- 
cation, important intersynodical and doctrinal matters, 
complex organizational and administrative affairs, multi- 
million-dollar financial goals, and other phases of our 
Kingdom work conducted under more than 40 boards, 
committees, and commissions. 

To compress all this material into resolutions that 
are adequate and practicable, represents a truly ponder- 
ous task. 

How did the San Francisco convention discharge its 
task? What did the first delegate Synod west of the 
Rockies write into the record? Was it a good meeting? 


A Good Meeting 


Indeed it was a good meeting, a very profitable con- 
vention, the majority of the 1,159 registered delegates 
will answer. They gained unforgettable, edifying worship 
experiences from the opening Communion service, daily 
devotions, Sunday morning centennial services, and the 
Sunday evening drama “Declare His Glory.” Fellowship 
with Missouri Synod Lutherans from near and distant 
lands gave delegates and guests an electrifying awareness 
of belonging to a global church, not just a local parish. 
How wonderful if more members of Synod were priv- 
ileged to make this discovery! 

Showing its deep concern for Scriptural doctrine, 
the convention reaffirmed that every statement of a doc- 
trinal nature adopted by Synod as a true exposition of 
Holy Scriptures is to be regarded as public doctrine of 
Synod. It was also resolved that Synod’s pastors, teach- 
ers, and professors are held to teach and act in harmony 
with such statements. Until it can be shown that adopted 
doctrinal statements contain mistakes and that these are 
mistakes according to God’s Word, “this is what we 
profess and teach!” the convention said, and the as- 
sembly meant every word of it. 

We have God’s Word, the church’s representatives 
also said, that we may share its message of salvation with 
millions who are yet without Christ; so the convention 
voted a Synodwide evangelism thrust in 1960, an inten- 
sive home-mission advance, a lengthened outreach in 
foreign countries, and a “Literacy and Literature” pro- 
gram to help spread the Gospel through the printed 
word. | 

Running through the 44th general convention of 
Synod was a sense of urgency. This is not the hour to 
mark time; nor can we wait until circumstances force us 
to act, delegates from the 34 Districts asserted by their 
response to forward-looking proposals. Thus they 
adopted a $145 million six-year synodical work program, 
empowered the Board of Directors to borrow funds if 


10 (370) 


necessary, authorized opening of a $6 million junior col- 
lege and expenditure of $150,000 for a lay training 
school, and ordered a complete overhaul of Synod’s ad- 
ministrative organizational structure in the interest of 
efficiency and economy. : 

With equal zeal the convention addressed itself tc 
such practical problems as racial discrimination. “It iss 
a violation of God’s will for any man to treat his fellow 
man with contempt or to despise any particular race of 
man,” declared the adopted resolution. “In our congre- 
gations, schools, colleges, seminaries, and in our dailyj 
lives” Lutherans are to combat ignorance and prejudices 
by stressing “those truths about race which are in accordi 
with sound theology and true science.” 

Yes indeed, it was a good meeting, the majority off 
the delegates will say. Just for completing the business 
recorded in more than 1,200 pages of Reports andi 
Memorials and Today’s Business the convention commit- 
tees and delegates merit commendation. And no resolu- 
tion can adequately thank all the people responsible for 
a well-planned, well-organized convention. Typists. 
pages, young people, and adults who volunteered their 
services for special duties deserve Synod’s sincere thanks. 
San Francisco area Lutherans, under the chairmanshipg 
of Rev. Frank Jacobsen, were amiable and obliging 
hosts. 

Marginal Notes 


Because a delegate synod covers so much ground 
and concerns so many people, it is in order if we asses 
the San Francisco convention further on the basis of 
marginal notes. The notes are submitted as indicators of 
a possible need for re-evaluating present methods of 
disseminating preconvention information and for review- 
ing the convention schedule and mode of operation. Too 
enable Synod’s administrative staff to serve the growings 
and expanding church body more effectively and effi 
ciently between conventions, the San Francisco meetingg 
approved reorganization of Synod’s administrative struc 
ture. Perhaps also the conventions of that same growing 
and expanding church body can be made more effectived 
and efficient. 

Note I: Lay delegates, who met during the conven 
tion, requested that hereafter a meeting be scheduled o 
the first day of the convention for the briefing of lay dele 
gates. Unlike pastors, who may attend two or three 
synodical conventions, lay delegates, in most instances, 
attend only once in a lifetime. For them a synodical 
convention is a completely new and sometimes baffling 
experience. They need all the preliminary informatio 
and briefing the church can provide in the interest of 
intelligent lay participation. 

Is publication of a 735-page book of Reports and 
Memorials four weeks, or even eight weeks, before thed 
convention the only answer? How many pastors ca 
digest the contents of the big book? Would it be possibleJ 
to prepare and mail out Reports and Memorials by sec- 
ions, something like Today’s Business? Should a digest 
of Reports and Memorials be considered? Would it bed 
well to hold regional meetings at which lay and clerg . 
delegates could discuss convention issues? Delegates: 
need not be instructed how to vote, but they can get 
opinions and reactions from the congregations they rep- 
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resent. One briefing session on the opening day of 
a synodical convention will help, but delegates might 
also receive preconvention information earlier. 


Note 2: Resolutions adopted by the San Francisco 
Convention hovered near the 300 mark. In those reso- 
lutions the words encourage and urge combined to appear 
about 100 times. Also noted were a considerable num- 
ber of resolutions commending officers and boards, as 
well as resolutions dealing with Handbook changes and 
involved details concerning colleges and seminaries. 
Must a synodical convention devote so much time 
to “encouraging” and “urging” congregations and mem- 
bers to do what they know to be their duty? Aren’t 
synodical and District agencies encouraging and urging 
Congregations to do these things throughout the year? 
Sometimes the “encourage” and “urge” resolutions are 
accompanied by autobiographies, case histories, and eulo- 
gies which consume still more convention time. Are all 
these resolutions necessary? 
And why commend officers, boards, and committees 
for performing work assigned to them? Do not our pas- 
ors, teachers, and laymen perform the Lord’s work — 
without receiving formal synodical recognition? Could 
the standing Committee on Constitutional Matters be 
mpowered to make necessary Handbook revisions? 
Could the Board for Higher Education be authorized on 
the basis of adopted policies to settle technical details 
which transcend the understanding of most delegates? 


Note 3: Attending the San Francisco convention were 
some foreign missionaries and their families. Wonderful 
eople, these missionaries, doing the most wonderful 
ork in the world! If there is time for guests and nota- 
bles, for awards and sundry presentations, there must 
e time to hear our missionaries speak from the heart. 
hat they and their families have to say could be a fea- 
ture attraction and make good conventions better con- 
ventions. 


Note 4: The voluminous report of the Synodical Sur- 
vey Commission represented three years of study, dis- 
cussion, debate, writing, and rewriting; members of the 
Commission, the Committee on Constitutional Matters, 
and the Board of Directors were given generous parcels 
of time to speak for adoption of the report. Nonvoting 
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“Television Brutality” 


“|. brutality as it appears hour after hour on tele- 
vision is mayhem for its own sake. Television’s insipid 
dramas are, with rare exceptions, merely thin frameworks 
on which to hang beatings, kickings, stabbings, shootings, 
bombing, and every other form of violence. The slimmest 
pretext is used to occasion a knock-out punch, crack on 
the skull or kick in the groin — even by the ‘good guys.’ 
Television portrays violence as man’s legitimate response 
to any situation which irks him... . The effect of all 
this on our young people has been described by the 
Senate subcommittee to investigate juvenile delinquency. 
‘The predominance of brutality in television is making 
our nation’s youth insensitive to human suffering. They 
are becoming so accustomed to an overwhelming amount 
of crime and violence that death and pain are becoming 
meaningless.’ ” -— Christian Century 
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delegates — some intimately acquainted with the subject 
matter and vitally concerned about fundamental princi- 
ples and specific areas in the report — were limited to 
three minutes of speaking; three times, twice before de- 
bate could get off the ground, debate was cut off by 
motion. 

Departments of Synod receive ample time to present 
and portray their programs, generally in support of cer- 
tain proposals they will make in the light of these presen- 
tations. Is it in the best interest of the church to limit 
the speech of those advisory members who are not mem- 
bers of a synodical committee or commission? Advisory 
members of Synod (pastors of nonvoting congregations, 
teachers, professors, synodical and District officials and 
staff members) “shall be entitled to the floor and may 
express their opinion the same as voting members,” ac- 
cording to the synodical Handbook, 1.61 a. 

Note 5; Also requested by the meeting of laymen 
were two evenings for open hearings. This request in- 
dicates that more discussion and debate are desirable to 
bring out the real points at issue in important matters 
before the convention. Must discussion and debate be 
limited to open hearings? Since new election procedures 
will save convention time, could subjects of major im- 
portance be discussed and debated at greater length in 
the convention proper? 

Note 6: Referred to the new Survey Commission for 
further study and recommendation is the desirability of 
establishing a Department of Conventions. Perhaps such 
a department will draw in pastors, teachers, and laymen 
from the field and thus share with the church’s con- 
stituency the responsibility of developing convention 
schedule, program, and procedures. 

Members of the church are frequently told: “You 
are Synod.” This is meant to be taken at face value. 
It follows, then, that “You are Synod” will be reflected 
with particular emphasis in the convention program. 
For this is one time, one brief period every three years, 
when representatives of the church convene to discuss 
their Father’s business and to debate the programs for 
which they contribute their dollars. 


(The Editors will welcome discussion on “Every Three 
Years” and suggestions for future conventions.) 
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Who Will Go? 


“When I was in college,” said a Christian worker, 
“two men were sent to West Africa to fill a vacancy. 
Before they had been gone three months, there came 
a cable telling us that one was dead. In less than another 
month a second cable came saying the second was dead. 
At once the matter was announced to the students, and 
the question asked, ‘Who will go to take their places?’ 
Six men offered to go, and two were sent to the West 
African field. 

“In less than six months, these two were dead, and 
a cable came again, and the question was again asked, 
‘Who will go?’ That occasion I shall never forget. 
It stands out as one of the thrilling moments of my life. 
When the question was asked, ‘Who will go?’ every man 
in the college stood up and said, ‘Send me.’ ” — Sunday 
School Times. 


(371) 11 


HOMES IN AMERICA 


60,000,000 
50,000,000 


40,000,000 


30,000,000 


20,000,000 
10,000,000 


Growth of Synod’s 

TV Program 

“This Is the Life™ 
Parallels Growth and 
Influence of Television... 
Points New Way to 
Greater Missionary 


Outreach in America 


By Melvin F. Schlake 
Executive Secretary 
“This Is the Life” 
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43 MILLION 


The chart above illustrates the dra- 
matic development of television. It has 
a brief but turbulent history, filled with 
the ghosts of shows that shone briefly, 
then passed from the viewers’ screens. 


Equally dramatic in growth, without 
the stormy history, is Synod’s television 
series “This Is the Life.” As you study 
the chart and notice the ascending cross, 
you will see that our series has more 
than kept pace with the explosive 
growth of television. 


In 1953 the TV industry found that 
“This Is the Life” had become “the 
world’s most televised program,” a dis- 
tinction the series has consistently main- 
tained. 


As “This Is the Life” this fall enters 
its eighth successful year on TV, we 
have every reason to thank God for 
the record He has permitted our pro- 
gram to achieve. 


The program commands an audience 
estimated at some 10 million viewers 
a week. Subject to seasonal fluctuations 
of station schedule, it has achieved near- 
saturation of U.S. television. It is pre- 
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43.8 MILLION 
44.2 MILLION 


sented weekly on more than 250 U.S. 


TV stations, covering some 98 per cent 
of the nation’s TV homes. 


The temptation at this point is to ask: 
“Haven't we done enough? Hasn’t the 
time come for us to rest on our lau-| 


rels?” To such and similar questions 
the Lutheran TV Productions Commit- 
tee of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 


souri Synod replies with an emphatic © 


and resounding no! 


We cannot even think of resting now, | 


for a new era in television is upon us. 
To recognize the potentials of this new 
era will mean more souls reached — 
and, under God’s blessing, won — for 
Christ. 
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PY FOR CHRISTIAN WITNESS 


MOST IMPORTANT 
INFLUENCE 


One thing is certain in this time of 
change. Television is fast becoming the 
most important communications influ- 
ence on American life today. The aver- 
age family (3.3 persons) it is estimated, 
pends a total of 6.2 hours of every day 

iewing the video screen. How import- 
ant that the church not only continue 
but expand and intensify its use of this 
edium in the cause of Christ! 


There have been some fine achieve- 

ents in TV programing, but there has 
iso been sincere public concern over 
he- quantity of crime, violence, sex, and 
trivial matter presented. 


| “This Is the Life,” however, has con- 
inued to point men to their only Sav- 
or — the Lord Jesus Christ. 


According to the magazine Televi- 
sion Age, TV has at last reached 
aturity. We are entering a new com- 
betitive era in television, where the 
‘harder to please” audience presents 
ew challenges. “This Is the Life” faces 
hese new challenges and these new 
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Opportunities along with the TV _ in- 
dustry. 


How to take advantage of this new 
TV era to advance God’s work? 
dustry is making big plans for a more 
effective use of this medium. Why 
should not the church do likewise? 


Tn- 


Last year some one billion, 360 mil- 
lion dollars was spent by commercial 
advertisers on television — more than 
was spent on radio, billboards, news- 
papers, magazines. The business world 
has recognized the tremendous drawing 
power of the television screen. 


PUBLIC WITNESS TO GOSPEL 


The chief purpose of “This Is the 
Life” is the preaching of the Gospel of 
Christ. Every episode contains a forth- 
right Gospel testimony, pointing view- 
ers throughout the United States and 
Canada to the Lord Jesus as Son of 
God and Savior of the world. 


The Gospel message of the dramatic 
program itself is underscored by the 
offer of the booklet made at the con- 
clusion of each episode. The booklet 
spells out the Gospel in greater detail 
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Dr. Herman W. Gockel (left), Religious 
Director of “This Is the Life,” and 
Executive Secretary Schlake 


and makes specific application to the 
life of the correspondent. 


When a viewer writes for the booklet, 
his name and address are sent to one 
of our pastors in the vicinity, in the 
endeavor to establish a personal mission 
contact for further witnessing to the 
Gospel. Such “telemission” follow-ups 
have brought many individuals from 
despair and doubt to a new life in Christ 
through the Holy Spirit’s power. And 
not a few members have been won for 
our church in this way. 
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NEW ERA IN TV—NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR 


CHRISTIAN WITNESS 


To quote just one example: “You 
will be glad to hear,” a pastor in Ohio 
writes, “that six communicants in our 
congregation are the fruits of “This Is 
the Life.’ Through your referral I fol- 
lowed up on Mr.’and Mrs. M. They 
were baptized and confirmed with their 
two children. The others came of their 
own accord after viewing the program. 
You will understand why I am quite 
enthusiastic about the missionary effec- 
tiveness of the program.” 


SYNOD FAVORABLY KNOWN 


Such public witness to the Gospel of 
Christ has, as a by-product, made our 
church widely known as a denomina- 
tion which is solidly founded upon 
Holy Scripture as the inspired, inerrant 
Word of God and which exalts the Lord 
Jesus as the word’s Savior. Through 
“This Is the Life’ we have become not 
just well known but favorably known. 


Through important awards and good 
publicity in periodicals and newspapers 


“This Is the Life” has brought national 
recognition to our church. 
and 


Station 
executives 
know us as producers of a top-flight 
series that offers appealing drama with 
a meaningful Biblical message. 


managers television 


Station managers have shown their 
appreciation for the excellence of our 
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program by giving our church free time 
which, if paid for at commercial rates, 
would amount to more than two million 
dollars annually. 


LOCAL “TIE-IN” 


business follows the 
“all business is 


Successful 
proved maxim that 
local,” and so it goes all out in promot- 
ing its television programs on the local 
level. And right here the church could 
take a leaf from the book of business. 


In local areas a business will do 
everything possible to get people to 
view its program and thus get its mes- 
sage. It will use local “teasers” on TV, 
local newspaper ads, billboards, posters 
in stores where the product is sold, 


direct mail, and various other types of 
publicity. 


At the same time, salesmen “tie in” 
with the TV program — both in mak- 
ing sales to the storekeeper and in help- 
ing the storekeeper sell the product to 
the consumer. 


Surely there is no reason why the 
church should not be just as diligent 
and just as enthusiastic in its efforts to 
achieve an effective local “tie-in” with 
the national program. 


Remembering our Savior’s great 


commission to preach the Gospel to 
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every creature, can we not conceive of | 
each of our congregations as an organ- | 
ization in which every member is a rep- 

resentative of Christ? As an ambassa- 

dor of the Savior he will be eager to_ 
call attention to “This Is the Life” and 

support its Gospel message with his 

own Christian testimony. 


It might work this way. In each con- , 
gregation there could be an evangelism 
council with a special committee de- 
voted to making full use of our tele- 
vision program. In metropolitan areas 
a group of congregations could be 
brought together into an effective “sales 
organization” for the Gospel, dedicated 
primarily to the local use of our 
church’s radio and television ministries. 


of such an organization! 


What limit- -)) 
less opportunities present themselves! ! 
Here would be a group which could! 
keep our TV program before the public; 
eye and which could make the contacts; 
resulting from our vast fan mail. 


“ICE BREAKER” 


“This Is the Life” has proved a mar- 
velous “ice breaker” into effective wit- 
ness situations. A pastor in Texas re- 
ports that his congregation had an en--) 
thusiastic reception when it made a city, 
wide church census. They used “This 
Is the Life” as a door opener. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


LUTHERAN 
TV SALES TEAM 


UNCHURCHED 


HOME 


PROSPECT 


In Wisconsin the ‘“Preaching-Teach- 
ng-Reaching” mission also used the 
elevision program as the basis of its 
urvey. Results were astonishing, for 
people who had never been inside a Lu- 
heran church felt they already knew 
bur church through its television pro- 
ram. 

* “This Is the Life,’ ” writes a Georgia 
yastor, “is by all odds the best public 
elations our church has had in this 
rea. Absolutely nothing compares with 
(ied 


Many similar experiences show that 
local church gains when it identifies 
self as the “sponsor” of Synod’s tele- 
ision and radio programs. It gains in 
creased community status and better 
Ommunity understanding. 


A woman was brought into the Saint 
ouis Lutheran Hospital, critically ill. 
n response to questioning, she said she 
nad no church affiliation but she wanted 
o be a member of the church which 
ponsors “This Is the Life.” 


Again and again our TV program has 
elped make “the Lutheran church 
round the corner” a_ respected 
riend —a friend to whom the un- 
‘hurched could turn with confidence in 
ime of spiritual need. 


Under way at synodical headquarters 
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FILE 


are studies designed to help our local 
congregations do an ever better job of 
“tying in” with the tremendous power 
for good which is inherent in “This Is 
ine bite,” 
garding successful methods already in 
operation — methods which aim at 
a maximum use of our national pro- 
gram on the local level — will be most 
gratefully the St. Louis 
office. 


MORE THAN A MILLION 


The spiritual results of a program 
like “This Is the Life” will never be 
fully determined this side of heaven. 
We do know that we are preaching the 
Gospel, and we do know that millions 
are hearing it. That is our commission. 


Meanwhile, information re- 


received at 


More than a million people have re- 
quested “This Is the Life” booklets — 
with their message of salvation through 
faith in Christ. Many have gained com- 
fort and strength through these booklets 
and have beeen brought from darkness 
to light. 


A 61-year-old cancer patient, con- 
fined to his bed, had not been in 
a church for over 20 years. After fol- 
lowing our program for five months, he 
finally requested our booklet. Some 
weeks later he wrote: “This little book 
gave me exactly what I wanted, ex- 
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pressed in language that anybody can 
understand. I feel that I have been 
reborn spiritually and have received 
peace of mind and heart. I am now able 
to sleep at night and to enjoy each new 
day of grace. I now read my Bible each 
morning, and the balance of the day 
I am free from worry, doubts, and 
frustrations.” He enclosed $5.00 for 
additional booklets so that he could 
share the “good news” with his friends. 


Let us thank God that “This Is the 
Life,’ a pioneer in religious dramatic 
telecasting, has for seven years con- 
tinued to show that Biblical programing 
can hold an audience. To God alone 
be glory! Only the Spirit of God could 
prompt a viewer in the Southwest to 
write our St. Louis office: “I feel called 
upon to write and thank you... . How 
can I express in words my thanks to 
God for using you as an instrument to 
lead me back to Him? You are respon- 
sible for the most important decision 
of my life and for the salvation of my 
soul.” 

As television moves out of its ado- 
lescence into its maturity, may we as 
a church also move forward, using this 
miraculous medium to the fullest. May 
we include our church’s television min- 
istry in our prayers each time we pray: 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done.” 
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~ Prophets 


Tearing and Healing 


Hosea 6:1: “He hath torn, and He 
will heal us.” 


_ The prophet Hosea has been called 
the Wordsworth of the Old Testament. 
He loves to use pictures from nature 
to describe the truths of God. 


He compares His people to a silly 
dove that gets itself caught in the net 
of the fowler; to a wild ass that leaves 
the security of the herd and wanders 
off by itself; to a trained heifer that is 
transferred from the delightful thresh- 
ing floor to the arduous plow. 


The prophet describes God as coming © 
‘upon His people like a fierce lion intent 
on tearing his prey to pieces. Such 
punitive measures are called for by the 
people’s own record. Their lives are as 
unsavory as a_ half-baked pancake. 
Their leaders, too, are at fault. They 
are like so many snares and nets and 


_ pits that lead to the people’s undoing. 


_ Therefore God will attack His people 


and their leaders like a young lion. He 


will tear them with jaw and claw, He 
will carry them away as His prey; no 
one will be able to rescue them. 

No one else will be able to rescue 


them. But God Himself can and will. 
This is the important lesson which. 
_ Hosea is commissioned to teach: God 


cord between husbands and wives. 


has torn so that He Himself may heal; © 
~God has struck in anger so that He . 


‘Himself may caress in love. 


Like a lion, God still tears up His 
people today. He rends asunder the 
‘bonds of an intimate family life by 
summoning our loved ones to a pre- 
mature death. He rips apart our homes 
by permitting Satan to sow seeds of dis- _ 
He. 
tears to pieces our social fabric by 
letting men foment strife among races, 
trouble between labor and manage- 
ment, corruption in government. — 

But such tearing and rending and 
ripping are not ends in themselves. 
What God really wants is to heal and — 


_to bind and to mend. So when His cor- _ 
_ rective measures have curbed our pride 
and roused our conscience, He is quick 


to heal. He does this by treating us 
with the plasma of Christ’s righteous- 


ness. Thus a speedy and complete re- 
covery is assured. 


ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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The Order of the Holy Communion 
(The Lutheran Hymnal, pp. 1S—31) is 
the chief service of worship of the 
Lutheran Church. The Order of Morn- 
ing Service (L. H., pp. 5—14) is an in- 
complete version of the Order of the 
Holy Communion. In his famous book 
on our chief service, published by Con- 
cordia Publishing House in 1895, Fried- 
rich Lochner, a former pastor of our 
Synod and a recognized authority on 
Lutheran worship, says on p. 6: “On 
the basis of Acts 2:42 and 1 Corin- 
thians 11 and in keeping with the 
example set by the ancient church, the 
Lutheran Church considers the Order 
of the Holy Communion the most glo- 
rious and most important of all public 
worship services. ... A service of wor- 
ship becomes the chief service . . . be- 
cause in it the proclamation of the 
Word of the Gospel is followed imme- 
diately by the distribution of the sacra- 
ment of the body and blood of Christ; 
this sacrament, as the seal of the Word, 
thus constitutes both the goal and the 
keystone of the worship — service.” 
(Trans. W. E. B.) 


A Sacrament for the Elect of God 


Lutherans take their attendance at 
the Lord’s Table seriously. To them 
it is not merely a ceremonial or nice 
custom which one attends only when 
one feels like it. Like God’s Word and 
Holy Baptism, Holy Communion is to 
them a means whereby God imparts to 
His children His saving grace. By re- 
ceiving this sacrament they indicate 
that they are part of the body of Christ, 
members of a chosen generation, mem- 
bers of the church. Through their at- 
tendance at Holy Communion they 
“show forth the praises of Him who has 
called them out of darkness into His 
marvelous light,” 1 Peter 2:9, 

For this reason they seek to attend 
Holy Communion often and desire it be 
administered often. Luther questioned 
the Christianity of people who did not 
attend the Lord’s Table frequently. 
Not only the Early Church but also the 
Lutheran Church of the 16th century 
celebrated Holy Communion every 
Sunday and feast day, as well as on 
other days. 
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Holy Communion in Lutheran Worship 


Holy Communion and 
the Lutheran Liturgy 


The Lutheran Liturgy is constituted 
in large part as it is because Holy Com- 
munion plays a vital part in Luthera 
worship. Not only that part of the Lu- 
theran Liturgy which follows the ser~ 
mon but also that which precedes 
relates itself to Holy Communion. Be- 
ginning especially with the Introit, wes 
have a steady and progressive ascent tor 
the distribution of the Lord’s Supper; 
no part of the Liturgy should bes 
omitted, for in it we advance step by, 
step. The fact that the distribution off 
“the visible Gospel,’ as Holy Com 
munion has been called, is the climax, 
of our chief service of worship ac 
counts in large part for the fact thati 
our Lutheran Liturgy is as evangelical 
and exalted as it is. Our sermons are 
to be “the audible Gospel,” and they; 
are also to help make of us faithful 
communicant members of the church.. 


Vital Conclusions 


Taking all this into consideration, 
we should certainly not regard that! 
part of the service in which Holy Com- 
munion is administered as a mere ap--! 
pendage of the service, nor ought we 
to leave the service before Holy Com-- 
munion is celebrated. One author has; 
stated aptly: “The service without the? 
Holy Supper is like an elaborate feast, jf! 
during the course of which the guests; 
leave the table before the richest favors; 
are distributed. Very properly is the: 
service as a whole entitled The Com-- 
munion.” 


The Lord’s Supper is not an occasion iff! 
for mourning but rather a banquet, aniff! 
occasion for the giving of thanks to) 
God for His unspeakable gift. It is a [P 
feast of joy, for it seals to the believer}! 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. ‘“The:! 
guest at the Lord’s Table,” says the: 
author previously quoted, “is not so) 
much the poor publican pleading for/) 
mercy as the justified child of God, 
who boldly draws near to the Throne: 
of Grace, lifts up his heart unto the? 


Lord, gives thanks to his reconciled} 
God, and praises Him in exalted |i 
strains.” 


WALTER E. Buszin Wi 
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Question: Was it right for 
Jephthah to offer up his only 
aughter for a burnt offering in ful- 
Iiment of his vow to God, or what 
hould he have done when he became 
ware of his painful predicament? 


Answer: This story, recorded in Judg. 
1:29-40, poses a difficult problem, on 
he solution of which earnest Bible 
ommentators are not agreed. Some 
elieve that Jephthah fulfilled his vow 
0 the letter and actually sacrificed his 
aughter. Inasmuch, however, as the 
criptures do not in so many words 
ssert that he sacrificed her, some be- 
ieve that he gave her to God as a spir- 
tual offering for lifelong service in the 
ord’s sanctuary. 

Several weighty arguments are 
rought to support the latter view. One 
rgument is that, if an unclean animal, 
uch as a dog, had been the first to 
merge from Jephthah’s house at his 
eturn, he would not have been per- 
itted by divine Law to sacrifice it 
Ley. 27:11-13). Similarly the offering 
f his daughter would not only have 
een a flagrant violation of the Fifth 
ommandment but an abomination to 
heslord. (Deut. 12:31) 

In support of the view that Jephthah 
rought his daughter as a spiritual sac- 
ifice for service in the sanctuary the 
ollowing reasons are adduced: (1) The 
anctifying of persons, like that of the 
irst-born, is elsewhere in the Law listed 
§ an offering (Ex. 13:1, 2; Num. 18: 
5); (2) the Law of Moses specifically 
entions vows made with respect to 
eople who were thereby dedicated to 
ifetime service in the Lord’s sanctuary 
Lev. 27:1-13); (3) Jephthah’s daugh- 
er did not ask for a brief reprieve to 
ewail her early death but her virginity 
Judg. 11:37, 38), that is, the fact that 
he would not be able to marry; (4) it 
expressly added that she “knew no 
an” (Judg. 11:39), lending emphasis 
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to the assumption that it was not her 
life but the prospect of wifehood and 
motherhood which was being sacrificed; 
(5) human sacrifices, as already men- 
tioned, were abominations to the Lord; 
yet Jephthah consistently appears as 
a hero in Israel with whom God was 
well pleased (see also Heb. 11:32). The 
second solution has much in its favor. 
If Jephthah actually sacrificed his 
daughter as a burnt offering, he was as 
guilty as King Herod, who because of 
his rash oath executed innocent John 
the Baptist (Matt. 14:3-12). Jephthah 
should have repented of his rash prom- 
ise and brought some other acceptable 
offering. To us this incident is a warn- 
ing against giving promises or oaths in 
uncertain things where it is not clear 
beyond doubt that they can be carried 
out to the letter and without sin. 
Je Question: On what Scriptural 
basis do we insist that women 
must not preach nor have author- 
itative voice in the government of 
our churches, while we do not insist 


that they cover their heads in public 
worship? 


Answer: The distinction is based on 
the words of the apostle Paul, who in 
Corl l:16°refers to thercovering “ob 
their heads by Christian women in pub- 
lic worship as a custom, while his di- 
rective that women keep silence in the 
churches is one of the commandments 
of the Lord (1 Cor. 14:34-37). The 
former has to do merely with the out- 
ward appearance of women worshipers, 
the latter with the proclamation of the 
Word and the conduct of the Lord’s 
business. 

Though in Christ Jesus there is nei- 
ther male nor female, but all are one 
(Gal. 3:28), yet with regard to public 
preaching and conducting the affairs of 
the church the women are to be in sub- 
jection and not have authority over the 
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men (1 Tim. 2:12). The men should do 
the public praying (1 Tim. 2:8), only 
men should be chosen as bishops or 
pastors (1 Tim. 3:2-7; Titus 1:5-9). The 
reasons for this arrangement are stated 
lL Commle7eo Sesl inas 21 l= 14 toevitte 
(1) The woman was created for the 
man, not the man for the woman; 
(2) the man was made first, then the 
woman; (3) the man was not deceived 
but the woman. 

These directives were not devised by 
men but by God. They are the com- 
mandments of the Lord. There is no 
indication anywhere in Scripture that 


they have been abrogated. 

Question: How are we to 
“| view King Solomon’s act of 

executing his half brother Adonijah, 

when the latter asked for the hand of 

Abishag (1 Kings 2:25)? 


Answer: When King David had 
grown old and feeble, Adonijah, his 
son by Haggith, exalted himself to be 
king. Thereupon Bathsheba went to 
King David to have him confirm Sol- 
omon, who had been chosen by God 
as his successor, at the same time ap- 
prising the king of Adonijah’s trai- 
tcrous activities. When the king then 
granted Bathsheba’s request and or- 
dered Solomon anointed and _ pro- 
claimed king, the frightened Adonijah 
sought refuge in the temple by clinging 
to the horns of the altar and sent a plea 
to King Solomon to spare his life. 
Solomon forgave Adonijah but let it 
be known that any wickedness on his 
part would cost him his life. 

Shortly after King David’s death, 
Adonijah requested Bathsheba to ask 
King Solomon’s consent for him to 
marry young Abishag, who had been 
a very close attendant to King David. 
This King Solomon apparently con- 
strued as a second, though veiled, at- 
tempt to wrest the kingdom from him. 
So he promptly ordered Adonijah exe- 
cuted as a penalty for his treason and 
as an example to the people. 

No mention is made that the Lord 
regarded this action as evil in His sight. 
Dr. George Stoeckhardt, the renowned 
exegete, makes this comment: “That 
Adonijah desired Abishag, the Shunam- 
mite, the nurse of King David, for his 
wife, revealed that his thoughts were 
still centered upon the throne of Israel. 
Thus it is lawful before God and men, 
that to those who have sinned and 
repented and received pardon, their 
old sins are again imputed or retained 
and recompensed if they disavow their 
repentance and relapse into their for- 
mer evil ways.” O. E. SOHN 
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—————_ ECC ee 


Urge “Strong Support” of 
Mission Education Program 


To keep members of Synod aware of 
the expanding mission work carried on 
with the aid of their prayers, activ- 
ities, and offerings, the San Francisco 
convention urged strong support of 
a new mission education program to 
be launched in September. 

Major features of the program are: 
(1) division of the mission education 
year into semesters, with one home 
and foreign emphasis each year, and 
(2) division of mission enterprises into 
world areas and phases over a six-year 
period. 

As each mission theme becomes cur- 
rent, District, circuit, and congrega- 
tional leaders will encourage churches 
and their members to co-operate in the 
program. Its effectiveness, according 
to the resolution, rests with area and 
local stewardship departments, which 
are to make mission education an im- 
portant part of their activity. 

As a supplement to the “insufficient 
time usually available for mission 
study,” congregations are asked seri- 
ously to consider sponsoring an annual 
mission school of one night a week 
for four weeks. 


Every-Member Visits 


Some 50 per cent of Synod’s con- 
gregations now conduct an annual 
Every-Member Visit, the delegates were 
told. These visits strengthen the bonds 
of Christian fellowship, instill in Chris- 
tians a deeper appreciation of the priv- 
ileges and duties of membership in 
a congregation, develop lay leadership, 
and cultivate the grace of giving. 

Every congregation was therefore 
urged to conduct annually a_ well- 
planned and efficiently executed Every- 
Member Visit. 

Congregations were also asked to 
make a definite commitment or set 
a definite goal for District and Synod 
each year, to send in one twelfth of 
their commitment or goal each cal- 
endar month, and to set aside at least 
one third of their annual budget for 
their own work through Synod and 
District, as some 1,200 congregations 
are doing. 


Synod’s Annuai Budget 


In response to proposals that Synod 
revise its procedure in establishing the 
annual budget, give special priority to 


18 


S 
>= 
S 
x 
SS 
= 
Q 
S 
< 
=. 
5 
S 
> 
Ss 
= 
Ss 
S 
= 
S 
SS 


Youngest delegate at San Francisco was 
Vincent Boone (left), with his pastor, 
Rey. Fred Pankow. 


missions, and permit direct contribu- 
tions for foreign missions, the conven- 
tion adopted the following resolutions: 


1. That the method of setting the 
synodical budget be given intensive 
study by a committee consisting of the 
Board of Directors and the Steward- 
ship Department, that the findings of 
this committee be submitted to the 1960 
Fiscal Conference for consideration, 
and that the recommendations of the 
Fiscal Conference be submitted to the 
1962 convention of Synod; 


2. That Synod go on record as in- 
structing its Board of Directors and the 
Fiscal Conference, in the appropriation 
and allocation of funds, to avoid, 
whenever and wherever possible, any 
revision or adjustments in appropria- 
tions which might adversely affect our 
expanding missionary program; 

3. That our people be encouraged to 
use existing regular channels to give to 
foreign missions. 


At two-day San Francisco conference 

of welfare workers, arranged by Synod’s 

Social Welfare Department and Associ- 

ated Lutheran Charities in connection 
with the convention 


(L.—r.): Luther Greenbaum, Executive Secretary 
of the Lutheran Children’s Friend Society of 
California; Wilma Martens, WAC social worker 
and member of the California LCFS Board; 
Dr. Henry F. Wind, Executive Secretary of 
Synod’s Social Welfare Department. 


(378) 


Young People’s Work 


Recognizing the importance of youth) 
work, the convention urged congrega-- 
tions to train lay counselors for youth; 
work, to emphasize work on the senior’ 
level, and to use young people inip 
congregational projects. : 

Congregations were also encouraged | 
to make the youth program a part of }} 
their budgets, or to gather an annual] 
offering, preferably on a Sunday when | 
youth work is emphasized. 

To help full-time church workers un- + 
derstand and experience “a good youth iff 
program while they are in their youth,” 
the convention approved development: 
of a youth-work training program at: 
all synodical schools. 

Synod’s mission boards were re-- 
quested, in consultation with the Board | 
for Young People’s Work and the Wal-- 
ther League, to recruit qualified leaders if 
of youth to serve as trained workers} 
among the youth in Synod’s mission i\f 
fields overseas. 


Social Welfare 


“Seek out opportunities” for institu-- 
tional chaplaincy services, it was rec-- 
ommended to all Districts, and take: 
advantage of them by securing appoint- - 
ment of pastors of Synod as chaplains i} 
in county, state, and federal institutions. || 

The convention also recommended |f 
that congregations liberally support wel-- 
fare agencies within Synod, that steps: 
be taken to meet newly developing wel-- 
fare needs, particularly in the area of’ 
family life, and that clinical pastoral i} 
training be provided for effective spir-.| 
itual ministrations in specialized fields. | 

Declined by the delegate synod was; 
a proposal to establish the office of } 
Institutional Chaplaincy Consultant inp 
the Department of Social Welfare. ; 


Missions to Blind, Deaf 


Sincere thanks were expressed to the: 
“many women of our church” who have ‘ff 
“selflessly devoted their time and skills \)p 
to the transcription of literature into)} 
Braille.” | 

The convention recognized the 50--| 
year ministry of Rev. O. C. Schroeder 4 
among the blind and deaf. Special| 
awards were presented to Dr. John) 
Salvner, former Executive Secretary of } 
the Board for Missions to the Deaf, , 
and to Melvin W. Luebke, headmaster - 
of the Lutheran School for the Deaf,, 
Mill Neck, N. Y. 
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Since District boards and congrega- 
ons are involved in “keeping our Lu- 
eran elementary schools on a high 
vel of efficiency and performance,” 
e convention called on District boards 
Db continue and intensify efforts to en- 
Jourage in-service training through 
rincipals’ conferences, workshops for 
jeginning teachers, summer school at- 
endance on the part of teachers, and 
ther useful means. 
Congregations were urged to recog- 
dize the rising levels of teacher training 
Ind the trend toward higher teaching 
jequirements, and to assist their teach- 
rs in defraying the cost of furthering 
eir education. 

To identify school strengths and 
eaknesses, congregations and boards 
ere also encouraged to engage in 
eriodic and systematic evaluation of 
e school. 

Because teachers’ salaries are in many 
ases inadequate, churches with schools 
ere encouraged to review their teach- 
rs’ salaries annually and to consider 
te advisability of adopting an up-to- 
ate and realistic salary schedule which 
akes into account years of service, 
rears of training, special responsibil- 
ties, and one which will “encourage 
yur teachers to continue in this field 
nd our members to enter this field.” 
In other resolutions on parish educa- 
ion the convention encouraged Bible 
stitutes to broaden their scope; Dis- 
rict boards, to conduct annual vacation 
Bible school workshops; congregations, 
o make use of the “released-time pro- 
bram or of the free-time school on 
2 weekday or of the Saturday school” 
is opportunities for expanding their 
>ducational programs. 
To strengthen the Sunday school, 
songregations were urged to keep an 
~xact soul-accounting system and con- 
act with all families, to include the 
Sunday school in evangelism efforts, to 
yrganize for a total school serving all 
ige levels, to build for Christian ed- 
ication, to strive for a staff of certified 
eachers, to review annually the Sunday 
School Standard and the Guide to the 
Standard, and to give greater emphasis 
o Bible study in Sunday morning and 
veekday classes. 

A statement on interfaith or mixed 
narriages, prepared by the Family Life 
Sommittee of the Board of Parish Ed- 
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Convention Acts to Keep Elementary Schools 
On High Level of Efficiency and Performance 


ucation to guide pastors and congrega- 
tions in dealing with religiously mixed 
marriages, won adoption after being 
revised by the convention committee 
and amended by resolution. 

The Family Life Committee was re- 
quested to produce tracts and other 
practical educational material on inter- 
faith marriages for the guidance of 
young people and parents. 


Other Resolutions 


In the interest of conserving theolog- 
ically trained manpower, the conven- 
tion encouraged governing boards of 
Districts, institutions, agencies, and de- 
partments within Synod to employ 
qualified laymen to fill administrative 
or other positions. 

Editors of Synod’s official organs and 
of other publications and literature 
were encouraged to give “frequent ex- 
pression to the stand which our church 
has taken on racial discrimination,” as 
set forth in the resolutions adopted by 
the St. Paul convention. 

Recognizing the 90th anniversary of 
Concordia Publishing House, the con- 
vention commended Dr. O. A. Dorn, 
general manager, the Board of Direc- 
tors, and the staff of more than 600 for 


of the San Francisco Convention 


“their Christian loyalty, leadership, and 
awareness of the needs of the church.” 

Synod reaffirmed its 1944 position on 
scouting and its firmly established stand 
on the lodge question. The lodge prac- 
tice of congregations and pastors was 
made a special concern of the District 
Presidents. 

Serious consideration will be given 
to simplifying the language in new edi- 
tions of the church’s service books and 
in corresponding parts of The Lutheran 
Hymaal. 

To television stations in the U.S. 
and Canada “who have given generously 
of their facilities’ for Synod’s series 
“This Is the Life,’ the convention 
expressed gratitude and directed that 
a copy of the resolution be mailed to 
each of the station managers. Members 
and congregations were encouraged to 
write letters of thanks to the stations 
in their areas. 

Acknowledging divine blessing on 
The Lutheran Hour, the convention 
implored God’s continued guidance and 
benediction for the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League’s radio ministry, which shows 
particular effectiveness where it is ac- 
tively employed in support of a res- 
ident ministry or mission endeavor. 
Congregations were urged to support 
The Lutheran Hour and Family Wor- 
ship Hour and to address letters of ap- 
preciation to their local radio stations. 


New Director Heads Five-State Firm 


Walter K. Koch, 57, of Denver, Colo., new 
member of Synod’s Board of Directors, heads the 
Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany, which serves Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, 
New Mexico, and part of Texas. 

With the Bell System since 1923, when he re- 
ceived his A. B. from the University of Colorado, 
he advanced to district traffic superintendent, 
traffic chief, general sales manager, Utah and 
Colorado commercial supervisor, general com- 
mercial supervisor, general commercial manager, 
vice-president, and president. 

A former chairman of St. John’s Church, Den- 
ver, and member of the Synodical Survey Com- 
mission, he is a director of the Wheat Ridge 
Foundation. 

The new synodical official, who earned his 
LL. B. from Westminster Law School and re- 
ceived an honorary Eng.D. degree from _ the 
Colorado School of Mines, is a trustee of the 
University of Denver. He holds membership and 
office in civic organizations, such as the Mile 
High United Fund, the Metropolitan Safety Coun- 
cil, and the Denver Symphony Society. 
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“TAKE HEED UNTO THE 
DOCTRINE” 


(Continued from page 9) 


deals with matters which transcend and 
even defy all human thought and un- 
derstanding. It deals with matters that 
to the human mind are-incredible and 
foolish. 

Scriptural doctrine reaches back to 
the timeless ages of eternity before the 
foundation of the world, and it reaches 
forward to the timeless ages when there 
will be a new heaven and a new earth. 
It tells that the Father loved His Son 
“before the foundation of the world” 
(John 17:24). It tells that the Lamb 
without blemish and without spot, by 
whose precious blood we are redeemed, 
was foreordained, that is, destined “be- 
fore the foundation of the world” to 
become man’s Savior (1 Peter 1:19, 20). 
It tells that God “has chosen us in Him 
[Christ] before the foundation of the 
world that we should be holy and with- 
out blame before Him in love.” (Eph. 
14)) 

This doctrine tells us that God 
created all things in heaven and on 
earth, all things visible and invisible, 
the hugest mountain range and the 
tiniest particle known to the physicist 
but not visible with the most powerful 
microscope. And it tells of the exist- 
ence of invisible principalities and 
powers and leaderships and dominions 
which surround man but over which 
Christ has triumphed and which He 
will at last consign to eternal darkness. 


Jesus Christ the Center 


But Scriptural doctrine tells in par- 
ticular of God’s Son, whom the Father 
sent into the world to redeem sinful 
mankind and of the manner in which 
God reconciled the world unto Him- 
self and how He justifies sinners. Scrip- 
tural doctrine, therefore, has as_ its 
heart and center Jesus Christ come into 
the flesh and the salvation wrought by 
Him for man. 

We can never speak too often and 
too eloquently about Jesus Christ. All 
we have to do when we think that we 
have exhausted what might be said 
about Him is to reread and restudy the 
great Christological passages in Scrip- 
ture, such as John 1: 1-18; Eph. 1;19-23; 
hilte26-eCols 312-203 Heb) 31 —— 
Bese il Una, Boe ik Wins, Meese evavel 
many other passages, not overlooking 
the Messianic Psalms and the Messianic 
portions in Isaiah and other prophets. 
For who is Jesus Christ? 


The Mediator 
He is, summarily stated, the Alpha 


and Omega of the Scriptures. He is 
the Mediator of all creation, the 
Mediator of redemption, and _ the 


Consummator of the universe. He was 
destined by the Father before the 
foundation of the world to become the 
Lamb of God which would take away 
the sin of the world. He was foretold 
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by the prophets in words and symbols. 
His conception and birth were an- 
nounced by God through His chosen 
messenger, an angel. He was identified 
by John the Baptist as the Christ, the 
Lamb of God, and the Son of God. 
The Father on two occasions declared 
Him to be His beloved Son, and as 
God’s Son He was convincingly attested 
through His resurrection from the 
dead. 

He was feared by demons, wor- 
shiped and served by angels, believed 
on by His disciples, taken up in glory; 
the Victor over death and devil; the 
Second Adam, who fulfilled all right- 
eousness; superior to the Law, to 
Abraham, to Moses, to the Aaronic 
priesthood, to John the Baptist, to the 
Temple; the eternally valid Sacrifice for 
all the sins of the world, both original 
and actual, both of commission and of 
omission; the one true Messiah, as op- 
posed to all false Jewish messiahs; the 
Savior and Redeemer; the Founder of 
the church; the Ruler of the world; 
the King of kings and Lord of lords; 
the Judge to come; the Image of God; 
God incarnate; God with the Father 
and the Spirit. Only He could say, 
“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
mest,” (Ment. Wile 2) 


The Reconciler 


Yet, however important it is that He 
declared for us the Father, told man 
of the Father’s love for a fallen world, 
that revelation by Him is transcended 
by what He did. For in Him God 
reconciled the world unto Himself. He 
is the Propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only but for the sins of the 
whole world. By one offering He per- 
fected forever them that are sanctified. 
“And this is His commandment: that 
we should believe on the name of His 
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 
as He gave us commandment.” (1 John 
338 723)) 

Central Article 
of Christian Doctrine 


But all that Christ did for our salva- 
tion, Paul comprehends under what we 
know as the article of justification by 
faith without the deeds of the Law. 
Paul defines this article for us especially 
in his Epistles to the Romans and 
Galatians, but it is present everywhere 
in Scripture. It permeates all of Scrip- 
ture, and so we call it the central 
article of Christian doctrine. It is that 
article which holds all other articles 
of Chrisian doctrine together. Of this 
article the Formula of Concord there- 
fore says: “This article concerning 
justification by faith . . . is the chief 
article in the entire Christian doctrine, 
without which no poor conscience can 
have any firm consolation or can truly 
know the riches of the grace of Christ, 
as Dr. Luther also has written: ‘If this 
only article remains pure on the battle- 
field, the Christian church also remains 
pure and in goodly harmony and 
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without any sects; but if it does n 
remain pure, it is not possible that an 
error or fanatical spirit can be fr 
sisted.” (Sol. Decl. Il, 6; Triglo) 
joy SULT, 

Luther calls this article elsewhe 
“the teacher and chief, the lord, rules 
judge over all kinds of doctrines.” Th 
Lutheran bishop Hermann Dietzfek 
binger recently wrote about this article 
“This article, whose roots lie in thi 
Trinitarian dogma and in the messag 
of both the Old and the New Test 
ment certainly is not an article of faitl 
among many others, like one tree 
among many trees in the forest. It ii 
rather that tree which makes green all 
trees in the forest of articles of faitk 
that which vitalizes and determines al) 
articles of faith because it represent 
the effort to make available to manking 
the heart-beat of God in Jesus Chriss 
through the Holy Spirit.” 

It is this article which constitutes the 
heart and center of our Lutheran 
Symbols, from the Augsburg Confes3 
sion to the Formula of Concord. 


Powerful for a Life of Holiness 
and Service 


But this teaching, justification by 
faith without the deeds of the Law, not 
only brings peace with God; it alsc 
becomes in the hearts of those whc 
themselves have been justified by Goc 
the great motive power for a life livec 
in accord with God’s will. Those whe 
have once tasted the love of God im 
Christ will also love the brethren... Hav- 
ing become newborn children through 
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, they 
also apply to themselves and seek to 
conform to all the directives which God 
supplies in His doctrine regarding the 
relation of parents to children, children 
to parents, spouses to each other, em- 
ployers to employees, citizens toward 
the rulers of the state. They know that, 
having been baptized into Christ and 
having put on Christ, “there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor 
female,” for they are “all one in Christ 
Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). They are eager 
also to do all in their power to evan- 
gelize the world and to that end to 
support the church with their time and 
gifts and talents. Thus divine doctrine 
and the acceptance of divine doctrine 
with all its many facets never becomes 
for Christians who are alive in Christ 
a mere set of doctrinal formulations 
subscribed to and believed, but a 
powerful dynamic for a consecrated life 
of holiness and service to their fellow 
men. 

But this consecrated life here on 
earth is for Christians only the prelude 
to that life in eternity where they will 
join the great hosts of prophets, 
apostles, martyrs, and saints and sing 
eternal hallelujahs to the Lamb that 
was slain and redeemed mankind by Its 
blood and to Him who sits upon the 
throne. 


(To be concluded) 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


God, Our Guide 


“O Mother, I have to make one of 
he most important decisions of my 
ife,” said Babs excitedly as she came 
ome from school. 

“What is it?” asked her mother. 
“Johnny offered to exchange class 
pins today,” said Babs. “You know, 
his is really a big moment in a girl’s 
ife. It’s almost like getting engaged.” 
i “How long has this been going on?” 
asked Betty. 

“Oh, I guess we’ve realized that we 
ike each other for a long time,” replied 
Babs; “but it wasn’t until today that 

had to make a decision.” 

“Have you taken it to the Lord in 
prayer?” Betty asked. 

“What good would it do to pray 
about it?” Babs asked. ‘God doesn’t 

ake decisions for us. He wouldn't 
ell me what to do.” 

- “What makes you think that He 
ouldn’t?” asked Betty. “In His Word 
e promises to be our Guide unto 

death.” 

“TI have asked Him about a lot of 
hings, and He has never told me what 
o do,” replied Babs. 

“Perhaps He has told you in some 
bther way without your hearing His 
oice,” suggested Betty. “He has many 

ays of directing our thoughts.” 

“But do you think I should bother 

od with something like this?” Babs 
asked. 

“It’s no bother,” her mother replied. 
‘God wants us to come to Him with 
all our problems. If we wait on Him, 
He will help us make our decisions.” 
~ Just then the telephone rang. It was 
for Babs. She sounded somewhat de- 
pressed in the short conversation. When 
the call was over, she had little to say. 
“Who was that?” her mother asked. 

“Only Jane,” Babs replied. 

“What did she want?” asked Betty. 

“She told me that she and Johnny 

had exchanged pins on the way home 
from school today,” replied Babs reluc- 
tantly, “so I guess it’s all over between 
Johnny and me. I must have waited 
too long.” 
“From the way Johnny changed his 
mind in a few hours,” Betty said sol- 
emnly, “I’d say God made a wise deci- 
sion for you. And if I were you, I'd 
thank Him for it.” EA... Ks 
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Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
Signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


Picture Omitted 


When the pictures of the 1959 Con- 
cordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., 
graduates and their assignments were pub- 
lished in the Lv- 
THERAN WITNESS, one 
of our graduates was 
not included. She is 
Carol Schmidt of Cor- 
dova, Nebr. In check- 
ing we find this is 
because of a clerical 
error in the original 
list of graduates which 
our office used as a 
guide in submitting 
the material to you. 

We are enclosing a picture of Miss 
Schmidt with the hope that it will be 
possible for you to note the omission in 
a future issue. Miss Schmidt was as- 
signed to Bethlehem Congregation, Lake- 
wood, Colo. 


Carol Schmidt 


GLENN C. EINSPAHR 
Director of Public Relations 
Seward, Nebr. 


“Needed to Be Said’ 


May I commend the LUTHERAN WIT- 
NEss for publishing Dr. John W. Behnken’s 
two excellent articles on “Extremes in 
Liturgy.” (See WITNEss, Dec. 3, 1958, 
and June 30, 1959) 

What he said needed to be said, and he 
did so fairly, forthrightly, and with ad- 
mirable restraint. 

In this connection may I, in all good 
will, caution earnestly against the dan- 
gerous attitude taken by Synod’s Com- 
mittee on Hymnology and Liturgics when 
in its printed report to the recent synod- 
ical convention it urged the assembled 
body to take steps to silence those who 
disagree too vigorously with the com- 
mittee’s position. (Reports and Memo- 
rials, p. 562) 

The manner and method of our worship 
is still a part of our Christian freedom, 
and we shall have fallen upon evil days 
indeed if the voice of honest and vig- 
orous dissent is silenced in the name of 
decency and good order. 


St. Louis, Mo. HERMAN W. GOCKEL 


We Agree with Mrs. Sundahl 


The letter from Mrs. Elten Sundahl 
under the heading “The Singing Church?” 
(June 30, 1959, WITNEss, p. 23) expresses 
my feelings exactly. 

Granted, we should not discard our 
heritage of wonderful Lutheran hymns 
and chorales, but why could we not have 
both the old and the new in our hymnals? 
There are many fine modern Christian 
composers and lyricists; we should not 
think that only the old and traditional is 
good. Each generation produces hymn 
writers, and the best of their efforts lives 
on to future generations. Why should we 
not accept and use and love these works 

(Continued on page 23) 
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FALL SCHEDULE 


Evangelism (PTR) Missions 


Sept. 13-—17 


Power, Mont. 


Sept. 20—24 


East Tennessee Circuit 
San Angelo, Tex., Circuit 


Sept. 27—Oct. 1 
Greater Baton Rouge, La. 
Pendleton-La Grande, Oreg. 
Northwestern Nebraska 


Oct. 4——8 
Dayton, Ohio 
Peace River, Alta., Can. 
Twin Cities, Minn. 
Fox River, Ill., Valley 


Oct. 11—15 
Rochester, N. Y., Area 
Border Circuit (Carlsbad), N. Mex. 
Louisville, Ky., Area 


Oct. 18-—22 


Toledo, Ohio, Area 
Chicago Heights, Ill, Area 


Oct. 25-29 


Northwest Ohio Area 
Winnipeg (Man.-Sask.), Can. _ 
Waupun-Madison-Watertown, Wis., Area 


Noy. 1—5 
Michigan Statewide 


Nov. 8—-12 


Concordia, Mo., Circuit 
York, Nebr., Area 


Nov. 15—19 


Oskaloosa, lowa, Circuit 
Williamsburg, lowa, Circuit 


Pray for God’s blessing on these missions 
+> ¢ 


Three Generations 


Among 36 persons recently received into 
communicant membership in Zion, Tacoma, 
Wash., Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Kingsbury, 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Warren Kings- 
bury, parents, and Karen Kingsbury, daugh- 
fer and granddaughter, were all confirmed 
on the same day. 


During the period of preparation for 
confirmation Cyrus Kingsbury read and re- 
ported on six current volumes of Luther's 
Works. Warren Kingsbury wrote a paper 
on “The Objections of Our Lutheran Church 
to the Lodge.”’ 


Incidentally, this entire group and others 
of the 36 were brought into the congrega- 
tion by an active evangelism committee. — 
Northwest District Edition 
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Nott 
Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained wey NDIDATES 


Beuschlein, Carl, in St. Andrew, Chicago, IL. 
by Martin Frick, June 14. 

Kurtz, Wyman T., in First Immanuel, Cedar- 
burg, Wis., by Henry E. Bleeke, June 21. 
Schudlich, Gerald E., in Trinity, Manistee, 

Mich., by E. A. Hessler, June 21. ; 
Struckmann, Otto G., in Immanuel, Saint 
Charles, Mo., by Frederic Niedner, June 28. 
Wuggazer, Duane T., in Redeemer, Birming- 
ham, Mich., by Theodore Wuggazer, Jr., 
June 28. 
Wunderlich, Lewis, in Zion, Ottawa, Ill., by 
Harold J. Wunderlich, June 21. 


Ordained and Installed: 

Bruenger, Alvin J., St. John, Cordova, and 
Holy Cross, Goehner, Nebr., by A. P. 
Bruenger, June 28. : 

Constien, Arthur J., as asst. pastor, Messiah, 
St. Louis, Mo., by George W. Wittmer, 
July 5. 

Dipple, Ralph C., St. Luke, Tillsonburg, Ont., 
by Clarence J. Killinger, July 5. 

Dissen, David V., First, Salida, Colo., by Carl 
Hiller, July 5. : 

Ehlers, Harvey, St. Paul, Bridgeport, and 
Mount Calvary, Bayard, Nebr., by R. W. 
Huber, July 5. : 

Glinsmann, Alvin H., St. Luke, Bazine, Kans., 
by Theodore H. Mueller, July 5. 

Jasper, Louis R., St. Matthew (Deaf), Jackson 
Heights, N.Y., by M. C. Weissbach, June 21. 

Jones, Stanley E., Trinity, Guymon, Okla., by 
Arthur A. Bruns, June 14. 

Kirst, Donald R., Immanuel, Lidgerwood, 
N. Dak., and Zion and Trinity, Claire City, 
S. Dak., by Lambert A. Dierks, July 5. 

Kuhlmann, Marvin W., Zion, Garland, and 
Immanuel, Seward, Nebr., by L. W. Heide- 
mann, June 28. 

Ludwig, David G., as asst. pastor, Bethany, 
Omaha, Nebr., by Pres. Frederick Nied- 
ner, Jr., June 14. 

Schildbach, William F., Concordia, Warsaw, 
Ill., by E. J. Otto, June 28. 

Schumm, Richard G., Messiah, Buena Park, 
Calif., by Martin Wiersig, June 28. 

Smith, Robert H., Our Redeemer, Chappaqua, 
N. Y., by H. W. Heck, June 28. 

Swanson, Donald E., Messiah, Silver City, 
N. Mex., by Paul F. Stueckler, July 5. 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Watkins, Morris G., as missionary to Nigeria, 
in Immanuel, Springfield, Ill., by Lewis C. 
Niemoeller, June 26. 


Installed: oe ORS 


Conner, Charles M., First, Ada, Okla., by 
Clarence W. Knippa, June 21. 

Dodge Frederick W., St. John, Meriden, Conn., 
by C. Theodore Kuehn, June 28. 

Fuelling, Daniel W., Holy Trinity, Grandview, 
Mo., by Theodore G. Schoech, June 21. 

Goette, Carl J., St. Andrew, Pekin, N.Y., by 
Ernest E. Heuer, July 5. 

Hartmann, Emil C. F., Ascension, Riverside, 
Ill., by M. F. Nicolaus, June 28. | 

Hoelter, Theodore E., Good Shepherd, Las 
Vegas, Nev., by A. F. Volmer, June 28. 

Kauffeld, Victor E., Christ Memorial, Madison, 
Wis., by Herbert H. Ries, June 14. 

Keyl, Rudolf J., Jr., Grace, Vestal, N.Y., by 
Charles Frenzel, May 24. 
Kleopfer, Leland F., Peace, Rock Rapids, 

Iowa, by A. O. Bleeke, June 28. 

Richert, Thomas A., Good Shepherd, Duncan, 
Okla., by Clarence W. Knippa, June 21. 
Schnelle, Paul V., St. John, Topeka, and Trin- 

ity, Manito, Ill., by Herbert C. Rose, July 5. 
Wottrich, Herbert F., Trinity, Uvalde, and 
St. Paul, La Pryor, Tex., by Edwin T. 
Brown, May 24. 
Wunderlich, Lewis, St. Paul, Hackensack, and 
Immanuel, Backus, Minn., by G. L. Kath, 


June 28. 
Installed: I ee 
Doerr, Cand. Dale, Zion, Fairmont, Okla., by 
John L. Bundschuh, July 5. 
Smith, Burge, Concordia, San Antonio, Tex., 
by G. A. Merkens, June 28. 
Winterstein, A. F., Trinity, Tinley Park, IIl., 
by Carl Hoeh, June 28. 


Official Notice 


All correspondence relating to the President 
of the Western District of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod should be sent to 
Rev. Wm. J. Stelling, Freistatt, Mo. — Grorcr 
W. WirrMer. 
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Requests for Colloquy 


Fred W. Hillman, at present teaching in 
Bethlehem Lutheran School, Lakewood, Colo., 
has applied for a colloquy to qualify as a 
called teacher of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod. — Hersert H. HELLBuscH, Pres- 
ident, Colorado District. 


Richard F. Streit, instructor at Luther High 
School South, Chicago, Il., has applied for 
a colloquy to enter the teaching ministry of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. — 
A. H. WerFeLmMann, President, Northern Illi- 
nois District. 


Calls Accepted 


Edward Lietke and LeVerne Baacke have 
accepted the positions of associate professor 
of English and associate professor of social 
studies and physical education, respectively, 
at St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. — Oscar 
G. Tirman, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Proposed Change in Constitution 


On June 18, 1959; the 44th regular conven- 
tion of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod, assembled in San Francisco, Calif., 
unanimously adopted a resolution permitting 
the Districts of Synod to elect or to appoint 
a District Treasurer (Resolution 5 submitted 
by Floor Committee No. 6). 

The adoption of this resolution requires an 
amendment of Article XII-3.e of Synod’s con- 
stitution. Accordingly the following resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted by the con- 
vention: 

Resolved, That Article XII-3.e of the con- 
stitution of Synod be amended to read as 
follows: ‘‘e. A District Treasurer, who may 
be elected by the District Convention or 
appointed in such manner as the District 
may prescribe.” 


This adopted change merely gives the Dis- 
tricts the right to appoint rather than to elect 
their District Treasurers; the statutes of some 
states require the appointment of the Treas- 
urer by the Board of Trustees of the District. 


This adopted change in the constitution is 
herewith being submitted to the congregations 
of Synod in accordance with the provisions of 
Article XIV: 


3. After adoption by the convention such 
amendments shall be submitted to the con- 
gregations of Synod by means of three 
announcements in the official synodical 
organs within three months after the close 
of the convention. 


4. Unless one third of the congregations 
in voting membership in Synod files a vote 
of dissent with the Secretary of Synod 
within a period of six months following the 
date of the final official publication, such 
amendment shall become effective at such 
time. At the expiration of this period of 
time the Secretary of Synod shall announce 
in the official organs of Synod whether or 
not such amendment is effective. 


5. In case fewer than one third of the 
number of congregations vote against the 
change, the names of dissenting congrega- 
tions should be published. 


The third and final announcement of the 
adopted change will appear in the LuTHERAN 
Witness under date of Aug 25, 1959. Accord- 
ingly Feb. 25, 1960, will be the deadline for 
any congregation in voting membership in 
Synod to register its vote of dissent with the 
Secretary of Synod at 1145 S. Barr St., Fort 
Wayne, Ind. Unless more than one third of 
the congregations in voting membership in 
Synod file a dissent, the adopted amendment 
to the constitution will become effective on 


Feb. 25, 1960. 
W. C. Birkner, Secretary 


Notice 


Vacationers in the Lake Texoma resort area 
are invited to worship at Grace Lutheran 
Church, U.S. Hwy. 75 at Woodlake Road, 
midway between Sherman and Denison, Tex. 
Sunday school, 9:45 A. M.; service, 11 A. M. — 
Rev. WALTER SNYDER. 


Wanted 


Used electronic organ, small model in fairly 
good condition, for a chapel.—Rrv. Wm. A. 
CHELLEW, Box 55, Finlayson, Minn. 


Immediate openings on staff for mature 
Christian women (age 25—50) who are inter- 
ested in the challenging and stimulating work 
of care and treatment of emotionally dis- 
turbed children (ages 8—16): Salary depend- 
ent on_ position and qualifications. Write 
Leroy H. Jonss, Director, Lutheran Children’s 
Home, 1420 E. Military, Fremont, Nebr., for 
details and application form. 
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Available 


White pulpit and altar, to congregation 
mission station willing to pay transportation 
costs. — Rev. ALFRED SCHROEDER, R. 2, Wausa 
Wis. 

Paraments in violet and green, 7-foot super 
frontals, altar and lectern hangings availabl 
to a mission congregation. — ImmanuEL Lu» 
THERAN CHuRCH, Fargo, N. Dak. | 

Individual Communion set with 36 glasse 
and paten, also some Communion linens. 
Mrs. Cart Liesett, Fifield, Wis. 

Baptismal font for transportation costs. 
Louis Scumipt, St. John’s Lutheran Churc 
Reinbeck, Iowa. 


; 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bischoff, Lester L., 212 Volk St., 
Portage, Wis. 

Broeske, Donald E., Box 815, Ely, Nev. 

Constien, Arthur J., 3527 Pestalozzi St., 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 

Dorre, Walter E., Caixa Postal 7633, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, S. A. 

Ellermann, Norman C., 38451 Fremont Blvd.. 
Fremont, Calif. 

Franzmeier, Alvin H., 20 Farrand St., 
Port Arthur, Ont., Can. 

Fritz, Elmer A., May City, Iowa 

Harre, Stanley, R. 2, St. Charles, Mo. 

Heuer, Chap. (Col.) Herman H., 
530-B Simonds Loop, : 
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 

Hilgendorf, Chap. Paul A., U.S.N., 
4842 Canehill, Lakewood, Calif. 

Hohenstein, Chap. Raymond C., U.S.N., 
Force Chaplain, Staff (N-11), 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Japan, 
c/o F. P. O., San Francisco, Calif. 

Juengel, Otto W., em., 
c/o Blue Valley Home, Hebron, Nebr. 

Kemper, Frederick W., 10104 Kinross Ave., 
Silver Spring, Md. 

Kramer, Howard W., 12345 Manchester Rd., 
St. Louis 31, Mo. 

Krentz, Edgar, 11 N. Seminary Terrace, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Kringel, Henry A., Jr., 5307 Edna St., 
Los Angeles 32, Calif. 

Meyer, Erwin E., 118 S. Jefferson, 
Coldwater, Mich. 

Peterson, Clifford H., 118 Sagamore Rd., 
Tuckahoe, N. Y. 

Potratz, Ernest O., 2400 Ave. “D,” 
Kearney, Nebr. 

Reiter, Carl C., North Estate Dr., 
Greenville, S.C. 

Reith, Rudolph L., 156 Meadow St., 
Bristol, Conn. 

Schienbein, Walter V., 13523 117 Ave., 
Edmonton, Alta., Can. 

Schoessow, Theodore C., 436 S. Beverly Dr., . 
Beverly Hills, Calif. : 
Thusius, Oscar C., em., 36045 First Ave., S., 

Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 
Veit, Ben F., c/o Zion Lutheran Church, 
607 Superior Ave., Bogalusa, La. 
Wachholz, Laurence E., c.r.m., Box a2es 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Wentzel, Chap. Ernest F., 
Hq. The School Brigade, 
Fort Benning, Ga. 
Wetzel, Oliver, 2129 N. 33d St., 
Milwaukee 8, Wis. 


Teachers: 


Droege, Ralph E., 814 E. 18th St., 
Odessa, Tex. 

Rotermund, Donald O., 343 East 
Dallas 18, Tex. Pa ae 

Winterstein, Arno F., 159th St. and 
Park Ave., Tinley Park, Ill. phe 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publics” 
tion in the LurHERAN WITNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the WITNESS 


Office, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 


18, Mo 


Reports of ordinations, installati 
dedications, anniversaries, and chances 
of address of pastors and teachers 
spo, be oe to the tenes Bureau, 

uilding, 0 North B - 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. ee 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


LETTERS 
(Continued from page 21) 


as well as those of the old German 
writers? 

Our pastors tell us that the “Gospel 
hymns” are too emotional an@* personal — 
that they refer too much to “me” and 
“mine” and “my” relationship to Jesus. 
Well, why not? Does not each one of us 
have a personal relationship to Jesus? 
Would we not find joy and peace and 
comfort in singing about it? 

Of course, we do not want our church 
Services to be undignified, and we do not 
want questionable and undignified songs 
in our hymnbooks, but there are many 
beautiful hymns we could add — and our 
congregations would enjoy singing them. 

Before the next revision of The Lu- 
theran Hymnal is published, couldn’t we 
make our ideas known? Perhaps if enough 
of us wrote to the committee in charge 
of selections, some changes could be made. 
Maybe the title “The Singing Church” 
could come true. 


Rhinelander, Wis. Mary HorrFMAN 
Mrs. Sundahl, you are not alone. I’ve 
felt this way for years. I think, too, that 
the words are beautiful, deep, and in- 
spiring, but the melodies are so very hard 


to sing. Mrs. H. W. LIMBACK 
Lawndale, Calif. 


I certainly agree with Mrs. Sundahl as 
to the room for improvement in the 
hymns selected for our hymnal. I, too, 
efer only to the tunes, not the words. 
I suppose the words are usually considered 
of primary importance, and rightly so — 
but in our offerings of song to the Lord, 
can we ever be satisfied with less than 
the very best we have, in both tune and 
words? 

The modern trend in music of all kinds, 
its fragmentary qualities and lack of mel- 
ody, is one I deplore, and I certainly 
hope it isn’t affecting the music of our 
church. Where are the fine old melodies 
we once knew for such hymns as “Savior, 
like a Shepherd Lead Us,” “My Church, 
My Church,” “Spread, Oh, Spread, Thou 
Mighty Word,” “Blest Is He Who Cries 
to Heaven,” “Back to the Cross,” “Hail, 
Thou Once Despised Jesus,” “Glorious 


Things of Thee Are Spoken,” and “Love 
Divine, All Love Excelling”? I know we 
still have the words to many of these, 


but I also know there are melodies for 
them that are certainly more expressive, 
more beautiful than those we now have. 
I could cite many other examples, includ- 
ing such as “Der beste Freund ist in dem 
Himmel” and “Wo findet die Seele die 
Heimat, die Ruh?” (1 am not of the older 
generation, but I know some of the Ger- 
man tunes. for which, of course, there 
are English words). 


Flint, Mich. ARTHUR RETZLAFF 

I, too, have wondered very often if our 
church has been misnamed “The Singing 
Church.” As our church organist, I really 
know how often the hymns turn out to 
be organ solos. 

The letter following Mrs. Sundahl’s on 
solo singing a substitute for congregational 
singing is controversial, I think. I have 
in mind many funerals, attended by 
mourners not caring to sing and strangers 
who know not our funeral hymns. Solo- 
ists have their place, I think. 


Michigan Bake 


We Do Not Agree 


The words of hymns such as “The Old 
Rugged Cross,” “Sweet Hour of Prayer,” 
etc., although most of them not wrong, 
are not so directly “to the point” as our 
liturgical hymns. 

While they may be acceptable for Sun- 
day school and the home, nevertheless 
they come under the heading “Romantic” 
rather than “Classic.” Romantic tunes 
simply do not match the dignified, rev- 
erent atmosphere of the liturgical service. 


Granite City, Ill. DoNnaLp G. Hoyer 
Today’s congregations have a much 
keener musical awareness than did the 
people in the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Should we not expend a little effort if 
necessary to learn and use in our worship 
such musical masterpieces as “Come, Holy 
Ghost, God and Lord,” “Jesus Christ, My 
Sure Defense,” or “How Lovely Shines 
the Morning Star” — to mention but a few 
examples — rather than reject these treas- 
ures on the grounds that they lack the 
secular catchiness that would make them 
more easily learned? 

The church is no place for pretty trivia; 
we must always strive for a serious expres- 
sion of the truth; this is our obligation 
in worship. 


Kalamazoo, Mich. ARTHUR BIRKBY 


Simply because Baptists and Method- 
ists choose to sing these well-known hymns 
of doubtful value over and over, we cer- 
tainly do not need to copy them. I for 
one could “tire of singing” “Rock of 
Ages” as well as “I Love to Tell the 
Story,” “Silent Night,” and “Beautiful 
Savior.” I frankly find them monotonous 
and shallow, especially when overused. 

I know of one congregation that chooses 
a new hymn each month and thoroughly 
learns it. It is sung and studied by all 
church organizations. Needless to say, this 
congregation’s singing is no problem, and, 
too, the parishioners are growing spiritu- 
ally and finding new and more beautiful 
hymns with which to praise God. 

Shouldn’t Mrs. Sundahl and I admit that 
we, not our many unexplored hymns, are 
to blame if the Lutheran Church is no 
longer “The Singing Church”? 

San Angelo, Tex. 


’ 


E.J.M. 


The issue of June 30, 1959, contained 
two letters regarding the lack of enthusi- 
asm for congregational singing. Perhaps 
there are additional reasons for this apathy. 
We are willing to invest considerable sums 
of money in suitable edifices for the wor- 
ship of God. But do we invest comparable 
sums for instruments and personnel that 
are qualified for inspiring and leading con- 
gregational singing? 

RUSSELL L. OLSON 

Minneapolis, Minn. 


The Word of God gives us much cause 
to rejoice, and our hymnody, as a result, 
ought to reflect this Word. Lutheran the- 
ology is the theology of the Bible. There- 
fore it contains emotion but is not emo- 
tional. It has sentiment without being 
sentimental. 

Our hymns should do the same. Hymns 
ought to do more than entertain the 
singer. If this, however, is the ultimate 
goal, then rock-and-roll will suffice for 
many. But if a hymn is an expression of 
our belief, it will reflect the theology of 
the Word. The hymn tune will have dig- 
nity conforming with the text of the hymn. 

Which more aptly reflects Christian 
theology: “Nearer, My God, to Thee” or 
“T Fall Asleep in Jesus’ Wounds”? “Sweet 
Hour of Prayer” or “Our Father, Thou in 
Heaven Above”? Is our Savior the friendly 
old ship captain leading us, as expressed 
in the sentimental little ditty “Jesus, 
Savior, Pilot Me,” or is “Christ the Life 
of All the Living”? 


Dallas, Tex. J. BARCLAY BROWN 


first half of a summer quarter at the St. Lou 
logical training in 1962. In addition to the fir. , 
Service,” a prerequisite for leading congregations in public worship. 
requirements and are now authorized to conduct liturgical services, 


muGusE 11, 1959 


FORTY-EIGHT MEMBERS of the first graduating class of Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., on July 23 completed the 


is seminary. Through an accelerated program these students will complete their theo- 
rst course in-Old Testament interpretation they studied “The Conduct of the Lutheran 
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“The members of this class have completed all the curricular 
announces Prof. George Hoyer. 


23 


.. the best t yet to befor Senior Citizens... 


The “golden years” bring 
many occasigas when 
strength and encouragement 
are needed. Pastor Behnke 
treats most of them in 
NEW FRONTIERS FOR 
SPIRITUAL LIVING. 
There are 32 special 
devotions, ten seasonal 
meditations, and ten 
“Hymns That Never Grow 
Old.” Each of the devotions 
suggests a particular 
Scripture reading, a Bible 
text, a meditation, and 

a closing prayer. These 


“new frontiers” will brighten 4 
your “golden years” as you pn. 
grow spiritually. bevel 


This size of type is used 
throughout the book. 
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By Charles A. Behnke, D. D. Pee 
r 
Pastor of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Rochester, N. Y., i 
since 1918 . . . co-chaplain of county tuberculosis sana- Yc 
torium since 1920 . . . chaplain of county home and in- ‘Se 
firmary for 12 years... secretary of Associated Lutheran L 
Charities and first chairman of Synod’s Board of Social 
Welfare. Dr. Behnke has lectured and written extensively 
on pastoral psychology and on the pastor's ministry in the 
sickroom. Graduated from Concordia College, Milwau- 
kee, and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 
Order through your church office, church book display, 
or directly on the coupon below. 
USE THIS HANDY COUPON : a 
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: No. 6W1076, NEW FRONTIERS FOR SPIRITUAL LI\ Ob ges ot 
| by Behnke, @ $2.00 meet oy 
t | enclose $ L] Bill me oo 
k (To cover partial cost of shipping and postage — a 
& on all CASH ORDERS — please add 5¢ for each dollar Lae oe - 
i of your total purchase. Actual transportation pe 
a costs will be billed on all CHARGE ORDERS.) tre 
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